- Tom Tracey Fed
Colored Champion
When he was Hungry

By M. P. ("Storky”) Adams

OLONS of the sports writing game in America occasionally
famous A
Tracey.

us great.”

One Australisn, unknown in homeland 1 met on & receny tour, W
fiwn in Teman, r?l on the Mexican border st El Puso [ met “Australinn 'Bli':;
smith.” o Bouth Awstralian from York's Pen.sula, Billy f i all over the
fakes, oured with and tralmed L camps with greai ones of
in day - the Agh

Smith wes & clever tweight with » solid punch,

stayed down, Up o the time of his m:nﬁummm with
At EI Paso “Austrulian Billy Smith" retes as Detective Sergaani Matthewn,
y, mrey=haired man, partieularly spry for his yesrs in both mind snd

&nwmi
- ~tima Ax
i i fine
o v ‘and

the eounEr

and when he hit ‘sm
witded

at Portland  Tom wore glasses snd behind
ng grey ey, When his laee Ut up it was full of
war and o for o decp mark acToss the brid
come through many a flerce scrap
nnd worled i part wnd parcel of thome
o eoforfil timas.
The fact that Tom didn't carry batile senrs told it own siory. He was rated
# highly clever boxer with a and |w had the evidence on him behind that
l'n—',uppd rounter. Bo 1 gave him
the oid David Livingstone — Henry
Sunky salutaton, “Mr Tracey, | pre-
wume "
Turting o &

Priend al the
munter, he sald, “T'll bet he's

an Aus-
.

u bt of picking mnd
the umrfn‘t food we
- -tle-mhmhanumu

1 alalialic,
wia born in Bouwerke
o February 18, INTL of Lrish-English

.
the grest Dan, & barn. naty bewsor
‘nnul lle and who devaloped into one of Uy boxars
all time™
Forty vears of life |n Amerles had vobbei Tam of his astive scoenl bl
vnsionafly he drwlnd into phrases and words moer which we had many » laugh.
[ was easy to see that Tom was mors ihan well Lked in the metropolis of the
Cregon lumber business,

Werked For 4/ A Week

hu.h.m!‘b, Tom told me how he used 0 push & truck losd of vegetables
#il along 8t Kilda Rosd and hawk cabbages from door to door af S Kids
For this stremoous neru& Tom received four bob » week. Jum a
mall edition of Den's

| fighter. who never had a
s master middiewsight

lick.
with it sarly rising 1o eatch the old Victoria
to work ms o striker at McCallem  wnd

wnd heavier hammers” he sid “The wock
boxing snd sory ol fell wnlo it guite nsbu-
Dan in the backysrd LT

ng something Like him.

ki mnblrllldrﬂ L
-’I_h-..ltl'lh .y

ble and scraps in them days  One night

eouple of fellers tock ler me, y
ke one af wer o

ntar tha Pricorms Theatre, and went

camme along, but be dido't sop the

! .u\dw,“n I put the bloke down with

the ahow was ower. That “trap
wtrewt fght in Bouwke Street.

1gs
t strong’ wielding the il
my boni LT
then T4 s

The newy

w substtute for Dan Creedon, whe
pul him away in three munds |
In the eighth round  We foughi

South  Mel .t Michmond AT,
Tha fight went the full sight rounds

eadows wouldn't sgree 1o a4 retum

him, win, lose, or draw

with ook place st Pro-

"&m“ %t-'l‘dﬁwm g tdammahmrh
o gremi ucemants to
-u“:’hlllll. in nﬁm | told him | winted

Sy TyT
siyps b B 1 W) s mont e o cupent
A Ry S

3
i aﬂ & boxing lemon. But Fitz was » orafly one,”

FLE IO

National Library of Australia

boxing quartette—Fitzsimmons, Creedon,
cannot understand why Australian has falled to turn out
more men of thelr ealibre. The only exception Is Les Darey, who Is accepted

Tom Tracey
irimht}
the author,

—e———

abroad.

refer io the
Criffo, and

“In Landon Dan fought the “Coffes Conl
declslon over M rounds. Dan fought 1T m
“Dan and 1 beft tha const and thed up with

* (Frunk Cral
with hroken
on his

Chtengt o, s e Cxirapion, Ten
we were wt ot & match at WA, o
Tommy Kavansugh st 105, ﬂv-m was & good drawing card there, .5"':
e boxer. The condest look pl at the local theatre, snd [ won with
" . in the l5h round .

“Ome morning before the fAght s il solored bay about 17 yanrs sld, cams
1o me woa ssid, Masss Tracey, I's dope sum bomin' round hers snd best al!

lored boya. Is keen ter put the gloves on wi yor Massa Tracey so yer

1
“] wwnt 1o the clerk st the hotel and saked him if there was any line
drwwn about bozing with a eolored lad, The clerk wid 1t would be OK. and
Told mw to pull bugmy out of the shed and bhowed wi
the lai aned found him very good

Tanght Jack Jehmson

"Alter the spar the boy says 1o me, ‘Masss Tracey, | oure kin lck all other
baya ‘trun.d here, but never kin put & glove oo you' 531 tald the boy & few
things tn remember and 1o follew my styls, n 1 asked the lad hia name,
‘Magem Tracey, I's JACK JOHNSON |

"Alter the Kavanaugh fight turned 1o Chicagn w re-join Dun.  One day
on the sreal | heard o holleri, Masss Trocey | Masws Trocey U and | turmed
o see young Johmeon rushing brnathiess |
eolored boy i @ grest city !

use the place, I

i eur training guariers snd
slaked him for some weeks. We bome
regularly, and he ceriainly showed great
improvernent

“Then Heedy Brennan called and mid
he had heord about a colored lad wh
T was told could box. Brennan we
employed st some reclamation works
on the lake. Thers wers greai -
of men st thess camps and Brennan
though: ther would good money o
ha put on o flght i

"ﬁl did. but picked a wild est when
he miecied Johnson a3 sn  opponent
Jack beat Brensan and came e 10
or guartera the happmat colored boy
in the town ‘Massa Trecey, I's g
some redl money, he said I w =
first big moment in the grest fghter's
cateer

“ln the meantime | waa having ny
awn wrspping 0 do | met and beat
McConriell in 13 founds gave weight
away 0 Harry Fisher, a middle and
put him away in the l5th. The fight
toonk place in New York in what s
known_tod. Times Square dis-
trict. The an nld livery stable

Brmdwqg‘{‘ and &3nd
of poot old Geiffo's
last_duyn

iy manager—dJahin }I--F in—had W
al. He was bnewn an Paren Davis
1 wlwiay s underarood that he was a col-
lege man and an ordamerd clergyman
Hopkins put on & show with the Par-
LN ] m-n.%: We had with us John
L. Sullivan, Dan Creedon, Bob Arm-

m:xﬂud Mucphy, the wrestler. John
L 'L Lke me use | wus always
up o some deviltry.
broke up the show. The great John L. was strictly on
mggon. One night. in s hote] on the road, while talking to John
and & Kentucky Colonel or someone, | awny o the bar and had a
glam of wine
“There was & big raw-boned Irishman tending bar and he waa boiling over
with & desire lo meel Joha L. as be said he came from the ame part o
Ireland ma the Boston Strong Boy's parents. But 1 waa sfraid John would get
inty the bar, ®o | stalled the bar tender off

Pulled John L. Oif Water Waggen

“"When | was going upstairs to bed John, who was [ollowing me up called
me s cheap skate or pome expression we used n those days—so | pot mad,

“Now look, John" | mid ~I had anly 15 cents in me pocket | smood ihe bar
keep a drink and that beft ma with a quarter. Here's the 3 cents, and | threw
it on the stairs,

“Jn ho nave e H . hed up the quarter
e dnnire o a1 o i Bl el Wall he by Teat
arioe| turned on the liquor and ¢ Aowed and [t fowed The peper
18 arma around John snd told him the bar wes b, John was a human
. But | gould only take

meets

fmnk when he

nn chear his_system.
“I used 1o plesd with Peter 10 cut out the Arewnier, but Peter wouldn't listen,
tl;ul:ndtudn\-elhwnmﬁ ' one day be fell out and injured his

‘Al the time *» was matched to Aght Jim Corbett. s young fast, clever boser,
in the wery pink of condition, Vet d‘ﬂ'“. Peter's injured ankle and an akeholle
pregaration, the brillant Corbett could anly mahe i1 8 drow with the shell
the once grest Peter Jechson, who left & great record as & fghter and a pentle-
man.

“Jim Corbett was u Bne chap snd & real eredii bo the ring. | sdmired
I :ﬁﬂ

“He certalnly gor maa st . But them he calmed down and | talked
to him. 1 told him mbout the kind of show the public dimunded of the gresl
nnd the up coming fghters. | told him his crouch wes no good. Tobd him
to get oul of the crouch and Aght upcight like Peter Jackson and us chops of
that echool

Jeffries The Ideal Champien
and besmme a great

've got o make s decision I'll
pion . , . and = swell fellow.

of reliremant

dding.

At Portland, Oregon, he found the fourth of the great
Australian boxing quartette—Fitzsimmons, Creedon, Griffo,
and Tracey . . . old-timer Tom Tracey. The

to box Johaeon. He |helt twam

JOHNSON?Y

In a recent tour of America which covered some 6000
|| miles, the writer met some colorful characters who have
contributed to the history of Australian boxing at home and

‘famous old
lightweight was kind
enough lo relate
some of the high
spots of his career.
thm stories I:eabMt
e great vy-
weights of the game
which have never
been told before.
Yarns about the ||
great John L., Fitz.,
Peter Jackson, Cor-
IJ:ett. Jeffries and Jack

ohnson.

BILLIARDS

Sth. Suburban
' Leaders Fail

By Jack Ole

Both leading teams in the
South Suburban semi-finals failed
badly this week South Yarrm
minor premiers, lost to Brighton
4-2, and Hawthorn were doum
51 to Army and Nary.

TACH victory was well esrmed.  South

4 Yarra still Bave & chanee, s§ Lhey havé

right med will remppenr in
mal i Seusth Yarrm mn o Adgist

wean Biriming wli, making many ke
positinnal moves, and taking nn EnnECPASErY
TISN. he was Leng's master on the mighi
Bewt of - 1,

™ nomon
with chever sulet

tn_ defeaticg Ca anmPUM
L] did not mim a
LG

wr
il only
win gave Brighton
Beginning e pecond
nis lead

wen sevEn, bt
three mut of three

| smothered
seven single beulks

to eveniually meke Brighton sab

and Cleary recorded wine fof 3&uth Yarrs

il || eonld maks no 4ference o Lhe

rewult.  Seores

BRIGHTON V. SOLTH TARRA
MeCutrhenn Lang . .
Diek .
Basuchamp
Dhinkey .
Acfams 30 Langley
Mos M Claary
Ay And Navy's -1 win againet Haw-
thorn, was 8 Bigger sirpris than Brighton s
4-1 sver Bouth Yarta
McDvinald gave them 8 at start by de-
feating Cleary in one of best_ games of
the season.  Cisary had sarly bewaka of 71
snd 8 but McDenald pegged aivng quietly
anil mi Enet pui in 2 fauliless
1o put the Wsue beyond doubt
: Framion af 80 held
Bervices
Dunn. who

ran of

the
third sees in
|Anlabed oo well for Staggerd
| tn saditon to losing sl three. Hawthorn
wers also 173 points

] Donavan mads

o
hy winning all the wa
tan.  He opened with . Pollawsd with
A, then M and 3 and sfler & guiel spell
rearhed homme with M unf )

clean-sheeted

warl savind Hawihorn bel
Always solid,  Peart NJJ nothing  sasy
W ang

ninhed up with & margin of
Lanpe had fve breaks between
o, and roduced bilklards rarely seer on
Ns & tion  Scores —
AEMY & NAVY ¥, HAWTHORN
- 380 Cleary
. Poart
Freston
Heatneringron
e Shoarer
.
V.RI Lead Certain
A
At Brightor

VYT oaly one maich to sl the rouni
1 Belunror, Maliways are In a0 n-
wisdllabls poaitien  with

and T1 e

o ¥ ihe hye fn
round St Kilds (8 seem [kely

t pxpense of & good frw brulses 1

w'ﬁm‘m“a o Cay=
wined |I.Irj|'.; with B bing

Beatt (P B
L]

e o

i man o

M.C.A. CLUBS
EVEN UP

Of the Australians, Frenchmen

land Americans he fought in this
country, Llew Edwards says that

the best was the tough little Mel-
bourne fighter, Herb. McCoy.
Edwards looks back with pride
on his seven battles with McCoy.
These were fights that did quite a
lat for the uplift of baxing.

HEN [ knocked out
Bert Spargo In our
second meeting at
Melbourne in 1916,
George Baillieu,
thought thar there
was mimey 1o be picked up.in the
ranks of ligh*weights—perhaps in
greater quantities than among the
featherweights  As I was finding
trouble in making 9 stone, |

readily agreed to a programme in €

the heavier divisian

But 1 did st feel so happy when Ball-
liei wan clamoring for s baettle with
Herb MeCoy | would m ‘
been matched with one
Lights st my first sppearsnce 4 o
weight However, Bailliry was my man
R roand what e said generally men wil
my approvel

The manager of the Sydnmy Ste
dul not hesitate w0 majen on 6

naturaily was not afred of 5 now

from  the weight LR

whough ha was the holder of a Lonsda
It

. and

I built up te %08 for M there
ha

i
| When McCoy fought Fred Delane:
Aguresl that b style woald st me

cume st hin men all the lime. sel
reirating

Dangerous Left

Uppercut

He impressed me with ho strength |
saw thet he had a dangerous lefl upper-

cut that eeuld do considerable dumage.
als thet he did not explodt long run

e
wtuff He was the terrier type that likerd

to get in close. where he mode hi pre-
st felt and I realised that he wms
far mnre exeerienced than | was
Wherena | had met only fwa men @
woarld's class i Seaman Hayes and Owen
Moran, MecCoy hed met the greatest
men of his tme, acluding Hock Keva
opldema  Hi e el n Ha
Stone. Matt Wells, Nat Wi
Shogr o Bl fews Hoglhe
Arlow Fapning and others,
vedless 10 say, | entersd the ong for
that fl thght with MoCoy th some
trepidation: 1 krew he was clever, ouih
mnd @ grand fAghter. who fought the
Lust hall of & bout with as much pace
mnef atrongt did the opening half
of his fights.
| sudied his Imposing record. and had
® grain of consolation only —George

inms, Jos
Lo

el
' Builliew told me that McCoy had led

and could not
that he would
for 1 waa

a busy lite
lest foreyer
be on the downward path,
definiitely on the up grede.
any predicted that MeCoy
cul me o pleces. hut L Il

in the Ting
| hoped

We started cautiously. 1 bowed rather
than fought throughout | realised sarly
that e was 8 bt stronger than |
stuch o me chiriinly all the way.
and ! was gled eri the final gong
wunded  blore sesh wthll wos | when
the referee, Arthur Scott, crowned me
the winner

vicipry meant more 10 me than
the defeat did to MeCoy. who was the
il

MiCoy took the defest i wood spiril
and after congrstulating me. sad thaet
e ho we would have many moce
good fghts. We mel seven tmes allo-
Rether

5 Many Souvenirs
= To Show

That first tha
wan
that
aot
ha

decison was won ot

hit hard many times and | knew
my fighta with Lightweights were
going Io be o emay a&s those in

imhon,
"%m E:Co)' and 1 umn-dh-th- crr_r:hml‘
H

v were
maonth later ot the West Melbourne Sta-

lum,
Melbourne it fans looked to their
v p.:‘r:m Sydney deleat, and
oy wes swake 10 8 few of my moves
whiem we mei for the i 3
was nnother good fAghl, one that pleased
the erowd, and nebody found faull with
the “draw " 1‘-:“: by Val Quirk
MeCoy told me that | wis & goosd
draw card, but that [ ook & loy of lhck-

reaks af 04,

bk ) winnde ot mllnl{l
3 poull 1

Mani- |

38, 3,

-

1 Trap?

ecaise ta

I‘J ) ‘ .‘.

Met in Australia
Llew Edwards

Says

i

4

By
LLEW. EDWARDS
as told to
J. M. Rohan

TRV Y CA
that e had
& clss of flihter

He was in such demand
Wtem anel against
Wl wak Tt eaRy ta

fought

ed

Herb. MeCoy

-,
-

Stadium  was

eorge Balleuy sa:d

§ gel f"" maney ot
R Lthat 1 was afier
anil thar | fely 1
e sure of the

s

mist wesh Sting Gone From

- gels nuwhere wilh- :
o ot 1 g HiS Punches

nn Moy bl
i

phow | began 10
unlly ge e

THe
i rrkaw

Was It A

whg ng down the hill
steudlly wacending wes beng

1 rre rinke o the ght progressed,
I fell thae I was to fmsh much

MeCry ashed 10 e i
at Bll—1lh over the lmit—
vur third Hght He sid ne would
have diffirulty n omaking 90 |ty oan better than M ¢ wax v
\den st ' noesstn asked when 1 landed Mt cross in the th

o throw me aff my m owver for the full
hat 1 ownul s
AT

Pofme 1

for

nx
v wens B8y and that defent ke & good sport
whimper  congratulatin
¥ and wising mr s success
praciically  niimating
ance of reguinmyg i
Tm glad o wis you
1 thmk you'll haoid
He meant th

r
Evidently Mrlo)y and his clever
teeiner-manager.  Sam Gray. hed
staked eversthing om  apsetii
me i this Aght, whech I regars
ws the herdest 1 ever fought in,

We both  dispemsed  wil
al cantho, and  went -
other like wild eats, &: CHRRCY

. Rt champlonsh o af

y seemed W breed  oome Iedt ttps u IRAAROS o se8

iihers aitick or defer cuunier AL the waighein cerme
d ' find mysell 1 heard Gearge Balliew sy 10 Sarn
rav that he thought the bovs would
fraw annther @oud house  Sam replbed
" hetter judges in the
n fAghy fans, and that
w e goodd lada

lmya foe the
wnd 1 wis au
emEing wit

1 felt ool m

anme e
threw
it

1ocnine e
punches with =
cliwred e on 1o Parther eff
We never talked o esch ot
" I.:r” i1 owas p Cuse
wirds,
Never in my career an 4 fghter have e st thirey
1 thrown s5 many punches, and | cer- of the mh round that pul McCay
tinly wns never stacked up aEanst W down and mul.
first L2 revunds of that
i tenacity, and there-
g but he de-

I nver

huse full"”
Il ticket bimes,

v prved o e one of the

sigia
iturimg
iminws. il

or he waould hive
nch and been yp noa few
pay me for L That was

Still Another
Knock-Out

When | went

W his  dressing-room
afer

fe fAght. he sad, “Llew, all e
Hantu nuwadsys weem 1o be ending the

b awed e
thaa having in
¥ hard e McCoy hag ¢
sabiafnetion knoweng that b
up snother Rght thai pleased
el
When we met s Brishane
[ Ilh.-fm h‘lc(.'w_v ] quh‘n
Ehilng Irim, Some-
had interlered  with i
- He was counted oul In
third round. Thet was the
lasl punch betwesn me and the
! nmesd litthe fghter | ever met
4ol more olessyre 1 w 1 L
Awtralian lghtwsight crown E[rl;lilnml
i the anbng of the fmatherwey
champernshup of Great Britun
MeCay's fame spread far hevond 1me
thores of hs  homeland, because e
sucked the suns of England, Prance and
Haollund. America. with gloves thal wnre
charged with dynemite ¥ MeCoy gave
me the hardest figh! of my carver

Nexl  wenk:

BERT SPARGL, lasd of the lMatbérs
beaten by Llew Edwards )
Hop Harry" Stone

wore ageressive man than MiCoy wis
Lhat migl The finul gurg was music 0
my ears. Agam | wis happy when Val
Quirk relused Lo scpsisle s -
It all Aghters stock G the task as
McCo 1 did that nignt, patrons of
Ewiing wld not have o gramble
mhaul @eting velue [ur thelr money
On the ni r#” lhn!cSm:mf wuon e
oty eibourme Cup. we met again
ul WW..: Melbuurne Stadium, mod
snother groal battie ansued

W ANTED 0 Buy, Sevondhand  Cricest
Matiig. of Whele Ouifil. Send peroe
cularr, M5 Mae %1 Nen Fiaroy
W ORTH SUBURBAN CRICKET ASSOCLA
A TION —ENTRIES (o ALL CREADES
CLOSE ST.I?TI..Mnl.In | NEXT  Dwiegees
ing. n Loe
A E RRANT, Hon. Sec
T4 Gipps 8L Easl Melbown

Mic-
fush

b dmere =
ofR. B war u
Sgville, Han Sec. B
wi
B mvrie
position of Far -
v Hom-pl nach,  Clodng taw, 28
irainer and manager Lhal r' new and smbafy T
rly \m [ :{u?' Iiwull wa W 4 i
" i B | Applicatsony for Maleers
el win it Amrociation o be hr-‘ﬂ‘
i LEI;'I“ Seree. Mulveme

Raturds;

]

Rest

\
.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page20728976
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