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A fhort Reference to the foregoing . e

A, A, HE two long Stages, made of three firft and
fecond Rate Main-mafls, fecured by a Num-
ber of ftrong Pieces of Oak Timber, both above and be-
low, bolted thro’ with large Iron Bolts, and otherwife fe-
cured and lafhed in a very firong Manner, and are of im-
menfe Strength—Length 113 Feet, and 10 broad; their
Ufe were in Conjun@ion with three other Stages of 46 Feet
long, made in the fame Manner as the above, and were tq
be placed over the Wreck, between the two Ships, in equal
Diftances with the long Stages, and have large Bundles
of old Rope, Shakings, &c. in frong RopelNgttings at
each End, in order to make an eafy Preflure on the Ships’
~Sides, when the Extenflion of the two Ships was neceffary,
which would not be until the Ships were removed into
fhoal Water ; and then, with the Addition of other Picces
of Mails, a great;Number of empty Leagers and Butts, all
* feady, firongly lafh’d, and could be affixed with the greatelt
Eafe, toa certainty of nearly floating the Wreck, if found
neceffary. Thofe Stages were likewife of great Service
in flinging the Ship,and laying the Cables down, and keep-
ing their Ends clear above Water, inafmuch, that it was
impoflible to have done without them, or fome fimilar Sub-
flitute. The long Stages had likewife very large Swivel
Rings affixed, of near half 2 Ton Weight at each End, for
_the Cables to pafs through, to fecure the Ships’ Heads and
Sterns apart, when in thoal Water.

B. B. Shews in what Manner the Cables come up in each
Ship, viz. 4 Cables achead at the Hauzes, 2 on each Side;
4 Cables at the third Port from forward, 2 on each Side;
4 Cables a Midthips, 2 on each Side ; 4 Cables in the third
Port from Aft; and 4 Cables into the Stern Port, which
are raifed and properly boltered to receive them; all of
which Cables have four-fold Purchafes to receive them
within Board, fecured by leading Blocks, &c. The Falls
are led to the Capftane in fuch Order, that by racking them,
the whole Cables in both Ships (with due Afliftance) can be

hove
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hove taught down in lefs than half an Hour, which at low
‘Water the Tides cannot flow fo much in that Time as to
hiuder the Cables from bearing equal Strains ; and as the
Tide flows, after all is brought to bear, the two Ships
mult be forced bodily to fink, or the Wreck muft lift (which
the atually on Trial did.)

C. C. The four Cables affixed to the Chain which was put
round the Stem and Stern-polt of the Royal George, juft
above the other {linging Cables, to prevent any flying up,.
&c. Their Ends came up two to each Ship,

D.D. The two large mooring Lighters, upwards of 100
Tons each, which indeed ougﬁt to have been four, had
they been allowed, and bears their Burden or the Royal
George, by 14 Inch center Cables from the Slings below.

E. The Space between the two Ships where the three fhort
Stages were placed, and Calks laﬂl’d (as before defcribed
at Letters A.)

F. Large Pieces of half-rounded Maft, 6 Feet in Lcngth
bolted to the Ships’ Side for the Cables to pafs over inte gwe
Ports, and to prevent the Weight to bear on any particular
Timber or Place; that at the Stern, Pieces of very large
Malls of g0 Feet length, well lathed and fecured to the
Body of the Ships above for the Cables to pafs over into the
Stern Ports.

G. G. The mooring Cables which held the Ships to the Eaft
and Weft, There were likewife the fame to the North

. and South, which do not appear in the Plate, '

N. B. The Sling Cables are made, in-a great Meafure,
fimilar to Jar Slings, and jamb to the' Body of the Ship
below, in the Part intended to bear on, with the greateft
Exaltoefs, . This Invention is entirely new for fuch
Purpofe, and can be depended on to a certainty, as the
greater the Weight the more fure to hold falt ; and they
are conflrufted with this peculiar Utility, that if any one
End of the four, or the two.oppofite Ends give way, the
remaining Ends will preferve their Power as if no fuch
Accident had happened,
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“HE following Narrative: is not intended for
L' - Amifement but Comnviftion.——"Tis a Jufi-
tification of a Plan:which met with the Approba- -
tion of the firt Charaélers in the Kingdom, and
excited the moft fanguine Hopes of Succéls.——
 Particilar Care has been taken to advance no
Affertion bijt for which<Documents are or can be
produced; and a fimfple Stile was thought prefer-
able to/ the Harmony of polifhed Periods ; for
‘Truth-needs not the foreign Aid of elegant Lan-
guage. = oL S .
1 have pointed out many Obftacles:which tend-
ed to prevent my Succefs in raifing the Royal
George.. . Perfonal Picque, private Animofity, or
the Effetts of Difappuintment and Refentment,
have had no Weight with. me in the Invefligation .
of this Matter. If I have ventured to blame par-
ticular Individuals, I have not done it without
. Caule,. though I have always cenfured with Re-
Inétance.and Regret.. In the Profecution of my
Plan, I have been convinced, that the more ex-
‘ B alted
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alted a Mdn’s Rank is in Office, the more exten-
five his Liberality of Sentiment, and Generofity
of Dipofition. While to fome inferior Officers
I tender my Forgivenefs for the Injuries they
have done me, to their Superiors in Charaéter
and in Station I know not how to exprefs. my
Thanks. The affiduous Attention of Admiral
Montague to .my Intreaties and my Intereft, the
friendly Interpofition and Aid of Commiffioner
Mattin, the Patronage and Protetion, of the Ho- -
nourable Captain James Luttrell, Sir Hyde Par-
ker, and the generous Exertions of many other
Captains and Officers in the Navy, claim the
warmeft Returns of the fincereft Gratitude. The
Teftimonies they have voluntarily produced in my
Favour will, I hope, have their Weight, and fuf-
ficiently convince the World that the Failure of
my Attempt was entirely owing to the Want of -
the -promifed requifite Affiftance, and the other
Caufes I have mentioned in the following Pages.

My Acknowledgments are particularly due-to
the Builder, Store-keeper, Clerk of the Survey,
Affitants, Mafter Caulker, Mafter Maft-maker,
and Boat-builder, and indeed to every Officer

-and Gentleman in their refpeftive Departments

in Portfmouth Dock-yard. They were ever rea-
dy to afford me their Affiftance, and to forward
my Operations, as far as was confiftent with my
Agreement with Government. But, as the fcllow~
ing Pages will cvmce, the Mafter-attendant be-

haved



{ i )

haved in a Manner totally oppofite, and by every
".Means:in his Power prevented and: fruftrated my
Deﬁgns Mr. Mofely, ‘the feécond Mafter-atten-
dint; merits no blame—had his Power been equal
~ -to his Inclinations, I am confcious his Support
would not have been withheld. For their obli-
ging Attention, the Agent Vi€tualler, Mr. Thomas,
-and his Officers at Weyvill, will be pleafed. to ac-
cept of my Acknowledgments.

‘When I firlk made Application to the Honour-
able Navy Board, 1 was afked how many Men
would be requiﬁ'te or neceflary at the laft Effort
1 fhould make. I told them 1000 0r 1200. A
Claufe was made in.my Agreement with that. Ho-
nourable Board, that I fhould pay all extra Affi{«
tance ; but it was certainly confiftent with Reafon
to imagine how impoffible it was for a private
Perfon, without Authority, to colle& together fuch
a Number of Men. I had not the leaft Doubt
but Government would have fupplied me. 1In-
deed, had I been furnifhed with half the Number,
I would have fucceeded. Let me then afk every
generous and humane Mind, after perufing the
following Pages, whether it does not plainly ap-
pcar, that my Failure arofe merely from a Want
- of the proper Supply and Support which had been
promifed me ?  Are there not the moft fufficient
Teftimonies of the Propriety of my Plan? Can
the Want of Succefs be auributed to any Thing
but accidental Caufes? Shall the Generofity of

B2 the
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the Englith Nation fuffer an Individual to go un-
rewarded for the many laborious, anxious Days,
and fleeplefs Nights, he has paffed in torturing Fa-
‘tigwes and Sufpence for the Succefs cf his Plan?
Shall go Compaflion be fhewn him for the repeat-
-ed Difappaintments he reccived from thofe whofe
.Duty it was to aflit him ? And, in fhort, fhall
one who not only rifked his whole Property in a
national Concern, -but involved himfelf and Fa-
mily in the greateft Difficulties, be injured and op--
~ prefled in the higheft Degree ?  After having ex-
erted his utmoft Abilities in the Service of the
. Public, fhall he be deferted and abandoned by
thofe whofe Caufe he efpoufed, and whofe Ho-
nour he endeavoured to promeote ?

\




' STATEMENT or FACTS, &
i i - l‘

%&>% N September, 1782,* I firft prefented
10 the Lords of the Admiralty a Plan
@' ‘ ‘@ for ralﬁng the Royal George, which
$ooF was referred to the Commiffioners of
the Navy, with Orders for my Attendance at that
Honourable Board. In Confequence I did at-
tend, and was informed by Commiffiener Hunt
that my Propofals, with many others, were fent to
Portfmouth Deck-yard, for the Iafpeftion of
Mafter-attendants and Mafters, who were to hold
a Board,. and determine what Plan was the moft
eligible. To ftay longer in London, I was told,
would be of no Effe&, as Information fhould be
given me, if any Thing material was done. Ac-
cordingly I returned to Portfmouth, where I ufed
| Bgs - every

® See Letter No, I,
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every Means to make myfelf acquainted with the
State .in which the Royal George lay. I repeat-
edly went to Spithead, founded her, and got in-
formed of the Nature of the Tides, &c. After
acquiring this neceflary Intelligence, I found fthe
Plan I had then delivered would not anfwer my
ExpeQations, perceiving it impoffible to manage
fix or more Ships in fuch ftrong Tides as run on
the Springs where the Ship lays. Difappointed
in my firft Auempt, I was not, however, entirely
difmayed. The Failure of my Hopes only ex-
cited the Ardour of my Endeavours; and, after
much Confideration and Refleftion, in Oé&tober
1782, I compleated the Plan I have fince carried
into Execution by Approbation of the Admxralty
and Navy Boards, in Prefetence to atleaft an hun-
dred Projeftors. This Afferticn is confirmed by
Letters bearing Date the 7th of January, 1783.*
I returned to London, in 1782, in the Month of
November, where I lived, as may be fuppoled, at
an Expence increafed by procuring Diving Ma-
chines, and other neceflary Apparatus, in order
the more effe€tually to difcover the State the
Royal George lay in, &c. The Articles of A-
greement were not figned before the 15th of May,
when T then came to Portfmouth to execute the
Plan I had propofed.

Government

* See Letter No, II,

R e i,
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"Government agreed ¢ to fupply me’ with'two
¢ Ships ot the third Rate, together with fuch-other
¢ Veflels'and Seafaring Craft, and fufficient Stores
“ as might be requifite and neceffary for the Pur-
¢ pofes aftermentioned, wethout Prejudice to his
¢ Majefly's Sea Service.” 1 was accordingly pro-
vided with the Royal William and Diligente,*
which I took in their then fate. I brought the
Diligente from her Moorings from off the Hard-
way to the Dock Jetties at my own Expence.
I fet to work in getting the neceflary Stores and
Cafks on Board. At my own Expence too I
brought the. Royal William from the Fountain
Lake to the North Jetty. The Condition of the
Ships was well-known. The Royal William had
neithec Maft nor Boltfprit: the lower Maft, how-
ever, of the Dragon wa. put into her by my own
People, at my own Expence. I rigged the Ships
in a proper Manner, and made the neceflary Pre-
parations to carry them to Spithead. . My Rig-
gers were employed at the fame Time in getting
the Sweep Cables ready to fling the unfortunate
Ship, and Carpenters engaged. in erefling the re-
quifite Rafts and Stages. Every poffible Exer-
tion was ufed on my Part. On the sth of June,
Mr, Gilbert, Mafter-attendant, ordered me to
zake lhc Dﬂlgeme from the Jesty . in the Dock-

: B4 : ~ yard

-

~

® Sece Letter No, 111,
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yard.to the’Moorings off the Common Hard.——
This Gommand was equally unneceflary as expen-
* five. The Stores were removed, and the People
feparated ; and on the 7th of the fame Month a
Pilot (Mr. Lawford) was put on Board. He con-
dufted the. Diligente to Spithead on the gth,
which unwarrantable Authority of Office wasa
peculiar Prejudice: to my Intereft. My People
were thereby divided, and the Stores prevented
from being got on board to Advantage. Nay,
fu effe€tually was I diftrefled, that, notwithftanding

all my Endeavours the was not .properly moored
 till the 1gth of June. :

It is almoft prepofterous to obferve what need-
lefs Expences this Removal occafioned. People
employed at Spithead with the Diligente could be
of no Service to the Royal William, and addi-
tional Hands were requifite to get Stores on
board the latter Ship. This unneceflary Trouble
eventually .coft me more than three hundred
.Pounds. On the 13th of June, the Royal William
- was alfc ordered from the Dock Jeity to the
northernmoft Mocrings, oppofite the New Ground,
by the Mafter-attendant.—To me no previous
Netice was given, and therefore “all 'my Stores
were obliged to be conveyed by Lighters at great
‘Trouble, and at great Expence. I fubmitted
with Patience to thefe peculiar Hardfhips, and
perfevering in this Duty dmidft the Horrors of
" rigid Rains and heavy Wmds, I had nearly facri-
ficed
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ficed my Life, and. was confined to my Bed for
feveral Days. On the .21ft of June, the Royal
William was likewife ordered to Spithead, by Mr.
Gilbert, the Mafter-attendant, before it wis pofs
fible for me to get the requifite Stores on board:
The two Mafter-attendants had, in May, affured
me of their Intereft in my Favour; and, when I
fhewed them my Plan and Method of raifing the-
Royal George, I was told they would give me
their Aflitance, and that even the Forrefter and
failing Lighters fhould be given me till the very
laft Day they could be fpared, which would hap.
pen in the latter End of July, when they would
go a Ship Launching. Thefe Veflels were the
fitteft for my Purpofe.

The moft folemn Affeverations to ferve me were
made on the Part of the Mafter-attendants, and
that they fhould ftrain every Nerve in my Favour.
Had the Praftices been equal to the Profeffions,
the Royal George, long before now, would have
been fafe in Portfmouth Harbour. Buoyed up
with fuch official Declarations, I did not apply for
any large Craft till I was ready to ufe them, cer-
tain in my own Mind that I would be provided
on the fhorteft Notice, they not being in Ufe.

On the 21ft of June, the Royal William was
moored at Spithead. I then -afked for Lighters,
and way- ordered one by Mr. Mofely, fecond
Mafter:attendari - In Confequence of this my
People went tup the Harbour, as far as the Hard.

- way,
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way, and, afier much Trouble, brought a Lighter
down to the North Jetty. I was then accofted
by Mr. Floyd, a Boat{wain, at the Requeft of Mr.
Gilbert, one of the Mafter.attendants. His In-
telligence was by no Means of an agreeable Na.
ture, for he told me, the Lighter that I was get-
ting down, No. 4, would not fwim at Spithead, her
- upper Works-being Jo very bad, independent of other

. Defeds. Unwilling to truft to this, I went and ex-

amined her, and found her perfeily fufficient to
Appearance. I was, befides, informed by the
Lighter-keeper, that fhe was the beft they had in
the Service. I ordered my People immediately
to proceed and get her down, and inftantly in-
formed Mr. Mofcly of her being quite adequate
to my Purpofe, offering at the fame Time to abide
by the Confequences. That Gentleman then told
me, he was the Junior Mafter-attendant, and but
young in Office, and Mr. Gilbert’s Order being
contrary, he could not allow me the Lighter.
He politely added, I muft go to him-and fight it
out with him. After many Vifits at his Houfe, I
at laft found Mr. Gilbert at the Pay-Office, to
whom, as 1o Mr. Mofely, I told the Miftake re-
Iative to the Lighter. He immediately anfwered
me I fhould not have her, but muft hire Veffels at
my own Expence. I expoftulated, but in vain.—
Government, I told him, had agreed to fupply
me with proper Craft, and I could neither find nor

hxrc any-fit for my Purpofe in' this Part of the
Country,
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Coumry The Cabot.Brig, he tartly rephed had
been lately fold to fome Merchants at Gofport,
and I had better apply for ber.—I could not help
obferving, that if he meant to deprive me of the
Lighters, he might with equal Propriety take the
Stores and Ships from me, for they could be of
no Ufe unlefs I had proper Lighters or Craft to
{ling the Royal George with, Barely heaving the
Cables overbcard could .be of no Service; and,
deprived of Lighters, I plainly told him, I muft
give up the Attempt, though my Sweep Cables
were nearly all ready to lay down. He then in-
formed me, I thould have the Truelove Sloop, and
a Lighter, when he could fpare me one. On this,
I afked Permiffion to acquaint Commiffioner
- Martin, and obtained it ; but he, however, waited

himfelf immediately on that Gentleman, who fwore .

he could fpare no Lighters, for they were all em-
ployed in getting Stores out of the Ships, &c.
which was not then the Cafe; nor, till after my
Applicaticn to Mr. Gilbert, was there even one
employed in that Service. Upon the ftrifleft
Enquiry, I found this was the firft Time in Me-
mory that thefe large decked Lighters were ufed
in receiving Stores from Men of War going to be
paid off.  Where Men, in fuch Cales, throw great
Weights, even from the Decks, the L'ops, and
~ Matfls, their Decks, which are only of thin Planks,
muflt be greatly deftroyed. It appears plainly
that thofe Lighters were fo employed by Mr, -

) Gilbert
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Gilbert purpofely to prevent my having even one
of them to aflit me in my Operations on the
Royal George. I informed the Commiffioner, I
could not proceed without Craft, and that for fome
Time paft I had done my Work at a very great
Difadvantage. I reprefented to him the Hard-
fhips under which I laboured: Nearly all my
Sweep Cables and Purchafes were ready to lay
down, and being fo much in the Way, I told him,
I could do nothing in the Ships but with the ut-
moft Difficulty. I mentioned to him the Impof-
fibility of proceeding without Lighters, and, not-
~withftanding the amazing Expence at which T
flood, no Work could be effe@ually done. Com-
miffioner Martin coolly replicd, that he was forry
for it; but you hear, continued he, what the
Mafter-atiendant fays. He advifed me, how-
ever, to write to the Board. I expreffed my un-
willingnefs to give Offence, either to the Board,
to him, or to the Officers, as the Mafter-attendant
had then promifed me a Lighter when one could
be fpared. On leaving the Pay-office, I met with
Mr. Mofely, the fecord Mafter-attendant, who
informed me, that next Week he would be on
Duty, and would then endeavour to ferve me.—
It muft be particularly remarked, that at this Time
I only wanted one Lighter, which, with the Truelove,
was to weigh the Sloop that lay clofe along-fide the
Royal George ready flung. Till fhe was removed
I could
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I could not proceed in my Operations cn the
Royal George. 4 '

I went on with the Bufinefs, though at much
Difadvantage, till the 2gth of June, when I again
waited on Mr. Gilbert at his Houfe. At my In~
terview with this Gentleman, I told him I had
called in Confequence of his and Mr. Mofely’s
Promifes, withcut troubling the Board with any
Application, nor did I entertain a Doubt but he
would let me have a Lighter. To my utter A-
~ ftenifhment, he denied me, adding, that he would

- never allow. me one without an exprefs Order.
from the. Navy Board, and again advifed me to
hire the Cabot Brig. I told him, that he had al-
ready an exprefs Order to fupply me with all
Veflels and Craft fit for my Purpofe in the gene-
ral Order to the Yard, and that the Copy of my
Agreement with Government fully exprefled it,
which Agreement was in his Office, as well as in
every public one in the Yard—a Fai that is un-
deniable, I could not help obferving, that I had
met with very bad Treatment; for had I not been
deluded and deceived with ‘his and Mr. Mofely’s
Promifes, I certainly fhould have wrote to the
Board befere, who would doubtlefs have complied
withmy Requeft. Picqued at this Difappointment,
which was a truly material one, I wrcte immedi-
ately, in the mildeft Manner; to the Commiffioners
of the Navy, who were pleafed t0 fend an Order, by
which I obtained only one Lighter, and that not be-

- fore
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fore the 7th of Fuly.* Mr. Gilbert then picked me
out the oldeft and moft improper for my Service
in the Port. She was rotten, and in-avery leaky
Condition ; her upper Works were greatly de-
cayed, her' Decks ftove in with getting Stores
from the Ships, and fhe atually funk on the x1th
of O&tober following. Commiffioner Martin in-
formed me, when any others could be fpared, I
fhould have two more to lay down my Sweep
Cables with, and hoped the Sloop might be got up
with the one I had already, and with the True-
fove. This I effetuated on the 11th of July, in
the Afternoon, and got her clear from the Wreck
on the fame Night. In Confequence of {Gpolite
an Aflurance on the Part of the Commiffioner, I
again applied to Mr. Gilbert, the Mafter-atten-
dant, for two other Lighters, in order to fling the
Royal George with; but he faid he could fpare
ncne, though at this Time, it is notorious, there
were three large ones not in Ufe. Nay, when I
firft applied, and was told they were employed in
getting Stores out of the King’s Ships, &c. there
were aftually three Lighters fit for that Purpofe
in the South Dock, entircly out of Ufe. 1T be-
lieve, as I before obferved, it was never known
before to employ the large moering Lighters in
fuch Bufinefs ; for it does them much Damage to
' have

* See "Letter No. IV,
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have great Weights thrown upon their Decks.—
The Harbour Duty, Mr. Gilbert added, muft not
be ftopped for that of the Royal George, and he
sepeated the Neceffity -of hiring Craft myfelf. I
was now in a very difagreeable Situation : having
fo lately wrote to the Commiffioners of the Navy,*
I cculd not think of again'troubling that very
refpeftable Board. I had alfo every Reafon to
fear that Mr. Gilbert (in whofe Power alone it
was) would not fo readily comply with an Order
from them as from the Admiralty. I faw the pre-
carious Ground on which I ftood; I was unwilling
to retreat, though I knew not well how to ad-
vance, I little thought the narrow Prejudices cf
interefted Men and partial Individuals would have
ftopped the Progrels of a national Concern, nor
could I imagine that the Servants of the Public
-could impede the Bufinefs of their Country. The
-Caufe was not mine alone. The Honour of
England was at Stake. Having by the Bravery

of her Tars eftablifhed her Fame in the Annals of
Glory, I fondly hoped to add to her Renown by
‘experimental Knowledge.——How my anxious
Withes were difappointed remains yet to be

told. |

The Royal William and Diligente were fo lum-
bered, that the Hands I employed could do no-
thing

* See Letter No. V.,
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thing material, Was it poflible to work with
Advantage when the Ships were full of the Pur:
chafe Cables and other requifite Stores? Had
they Room to fling the Galks or te ffow them ? or
in fa&t to do any Thing properly ? Indeed, had I
not flowed the Purchafe Cables, and meved them
from Place to Place, I could not have had them
fo foon ready as they were, for they were nearly
all fit to lay down in the Month of June.: But
being thus circumftanced, I was at -the Trouble
and Expence of doing my Work two or-three
‘Times over. Defpairing of Affiftance from the -
Yard by the Authority I had already received, I
wrote to the Admiralty for Lighters on the sth
of July.* In Confideration of their Lordfhips
Order and Anfwer, Mr. Gilbert told me on the
13th of the fame,Momh, that I could not have
two Lighters, but that the cld Sherborne Cutter
was at my Service. He politely added, that a
a Lighter fhould be repaired for me, though at that
very Time there were two proper mooring ones in the
Dock Camber, aitually out of Ufe. In my diftrefled
Situation, I accepted of the Sherborne, though the
was very unfit for Service; fhe was rotten and
crazy, without even a Capftane, and had juft been
returned from the ‘Admiral as totally unfit-for Ser-
vice, It was with the greateft Difficulty I could

keep

* See Letter No. VI.
4+ See Letter No, VII,
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keep her above Water, being :obliged to purop
her Night and Day. A Cutter-built Veflel can-
~ not be fuppofed to carry a heavy Purchafe againft
. a mooring Lighter; in my Cafe, hcwever, 1 had
no Room for Choice ; I had fuffered already too
- much, by unwarrantable Delays: the Difappoint-
ments I had dlready received damped my Scheme
in the Beginning, and .entirely ruined it in the
End. With fuch a miferable Apparatus 1 re-
folved, theyefore, to make the beft Attempt. My
Carpenters were fet to Work, a Crab was fixed
for a Capftane, and Rollers at her Bows. L
- patched her up the beft Way I pofibly could ;
but after all, the was very unfit for my Service.
Nay, it was even dangerous to make fuch Ufe of
her. Mor. Gilbert refufed to let me have either
of the two Lighters which were unemgloyed, but
told me, that one laying at the Pitch-houle Jetty
thould be repaired for me. ‘[hatwas accordingly
done, with every Difpatch, by Order of the Buil-
der ;. 'but I could not get her to Spithead, before*
the 23d of July. For want of proper Support and

Supply, my Bufinefs was delayed for nearly five -

Weceks in June and July, the wery -beft Times of
the Year for carrying my Plan into Execution -
What Reafons the Mafter-attendant -could have
to throw every poffible Obftacle in my Way are:
beft known to himfelf: It is a Fa&t, which Hun-
dreds can atteft, that allowing me ‘the Lighters at
firt could have been of no Hinderance to his
‘ Cc Majefty’s

-
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Majefty’s Service; but private Picque, and the
moft malicious Refentment, are often found in
proud Man, when ¢ clad,” as the Poet has it,
¢ with a little brief Authority.”

i cannot help remarking, with Regret what pe-
culiar Diftrefs Mr. Gilbert's obftinate Refufal, and
unneceflary Delay, occafioned. Had he complied
with my Requeft, I fhould have been ready for the
grand Atempt by the latter End of Fuly. In that
Cafe, I would have had little Doubts of Succefs;
‘the Weather was remarkably fine; the Length of
the Days, and Shortnefs of the Nights, were
greatly in my, Favour. My Plan had been ap-
proved by Men, not more eminent in their Profef-
fion, than diftinguifhed by their Rank, whofe Let-
ters and Affidavits will jultify my Affertions, while
they greatly honour my Endeavours. In being
withheld the Affiftance, I kad every Reafon, every
Right to expect, originated my Failure and Deftruc-
tion in raifing the Royal George, as, at'that Time, .
I had, and ‘was enabled to have, Men, in my
own Pay, nearly fufficient to have made the grand
Attempt ; at leafl they would have done me more
effettual Scrvxce than any Aid I had from Govern-
ment.

- Notwithftanding thefe Obftrutions and Delays,
by the 26th of July, I had got eight Cablesfixed
down on the Royal George.: It continued te blow
very frefh for four Days afterwards. By the 2d .

. of
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of Auguft, I.had twelve fixed ; from that to the
7th, it blew fo very hard that no Work could
be done ; it then remained fine Weather to the
12th,

On Wedne(day, the 1 5th Inﬁant the ngs
People, who always flept in the Truelove, [her
Crew] and whom I paid and viclualled as my own,

cither by Negligence, or Defign, fouled a Pair of‘

my principal fweep Cables. To take thefe up;
and replace them, was the Labour of fix Days.
Notwitbftanding fuch difcouraging Circumftances,
I fill perfevered, and, by the 23d of Auguft, I got
the laft Cables dewn on the Royal George, and all
hove taught in their proper Places. Had the
Weather continued moderate I thould have been
quite ready for making the Attempt by the egth
or goth, as I had advertifed. 1 had applied to the
Board for Affiftance far that' Purpofe.* 1
 On the 24th, it began to blow hard, and continu-
ed a conftant Gale of Wind till the 1ft of Septem.
ber, when I got the Chain and Cables in a proper
Manner again in their places. + On the 2d, T had

the firft Affiflance of fomcuz‘;f the King’s Men from

the Ships at Spithead, &c. but not till I had fixed

all my Sweepsand Purchafe Cablés down on the
Royal George. On the 23d, I was proceeding
to anchor the Ships properly in their Places, when

C 2 : : it

* See Leuers No. VIII, IX, X, X1
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it began again to blow fo violently, that I was

obliged to run the Sherborne Cutter, and True-

love, into the Harbour for Safety ; the Gale did
“not eeale till the 2oth.  During two or three Days
" the Weather was moderate. Thefe I employed
in putting the Cables, Stages, &c. to right, after
the Gale. It began again to blow very freth.—
On the a5th, at Night, one of the Lighters broke
a large Cable, exclufive of her own mooring
Cables, and drove on Shore ncar Haflar Hofpital,
~ without any further Damage. On the 26th, I got
the Diligente along-fide the Wreck, but had nearly
got her on the fame, owing to the King’s Men
leaving their Work at twelve o’Clock ; and, in-
deed, the Danger would have beeu very great, had
not the Officers of the Ganges, Mediator, and Di-
adem obliged the refpettive Boats Crews of thefe
Ships to affift my People. The 24th, got the
Royal William moored along-fide. Oober the
1ft, had all the Cables in the two Ships.—gd and
4th, employed. in heaving on the Cables.—jth,
they began to ftrain equal, and, at high Water, the
Royal George was oﬁjérucd to move and /waddle in her
Bed,

As 1 could obtain no Aiﬁﬁance of any Kind in
the Night, T continued every Day-light, at low
Water Tide, to heave and. ftrain the Geer; and
the Royal George pofitively lifted every high Water.
On the gth, /he was hove a-head at leaff 30 or g0
Feet to the Wéﬂward The Txdes were increafing

to
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to the Top of the Spring Tides, which would have
been on the 12th or 13th. I fhould have weigh-
_ed the Wreck before this Time, but was prevented
by the following Circumftances: ¢ High Water
happened about the Middle of the Night, as well
as Day. At Night I had not fufficient People on
Board to heave the Cables and Purchafes taught
downat low Water. In the Mornings, about four
or five 0’Clock, when I fhould have had the Ad-
vantage of the next high Water by Day-light, in
the Middle of the Day, then indeed it would have
been poffible to have feen all clear for the Pur-
pofe  But, unfortunately for me, 1 was indifpen-
fibly obliged to heave all taught dowh at low Wa-
ter, in the Evening, and let the Geer ftrain ; weigh
the Ship in the Night high Water, and fuftain her
Weight till the Tide ebbed, and then {uffer her to
ground again in the Night, not having Men on
Board to heave in the Slack of the Cables, and
poflibly they did not bear equal on the next Tide
of Flood, after {uftaining the Weight of the Royal -
‘George, and the uncertaimy of the Cables render-
ing and {lipping at her again grounding.”
Previous to the gth, I had no Officers on Board
with the King’s Men, excepting Boys of Midfhip-
. men, and Jome Mates. Thefe could enferce no
Obedience, the Ganges Men .excepted, nor would
the Men pay the leaft Regard to my Direétions or
Orders, or thofe of my Officers; but, on the con-
trary, tcre, cut, and deftroyed every Thing they
C 3 . " cnuld
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could toretard my Operations. Confcious of the
Neceflity of ftri€t Difcipline among Seamen, in
my great Diftrefs, I had refpe&fully folicited Ad-
miral Montague for fome Lieutenants, whole
Rank in the Service would command Attention,
and whefe Orders would keep the. Men to their
Duty. The Admiral exprefled his Willingne{s to
give me every Affiftance in his Power, but feemed
to think he had no Authority to fend Officers on
{uch a Service. With my Requeft, however, he
afterwards complied, but unfortunately too late
for my Purpofe.

On the 1oth, it was agreed, by the Oﬂicers of
the Commodore, and others, that upon my making
Signal of three Lights at the Enfign Staff, the Men
fheuld come on Saturday Morning, the 11th, in
"Time, to heave the Purchafe Cables down all
taught, at low Water in the Morning, and have
the Advantage of the firft Strain on the Geer. I
‘hoped to have got the Royal George away, as
-none of the Officers, who witnefled my Opera-
tions, entertained a Dcubt of my Succels. San-
guine in Expe€tations, which experienced Seamen
thought were well founded, I made the Signal ac-
.cordingly ; but, to my great Surprile, not half the
Men neceffary came till it was too late to make
any Efforts. 1 was therefore forced to wait for
the fecond Strain as before, apnd at High Water
moved her again a very little to the Weftward.'
The Geer flill all held faft and well. 1 agreed

with
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with the Officers to defer heaving down again till
next Morning. As the Tide fell out later and later,
it was concluded, if the Men thould come by break
-of Day, my End might be obtained. The fame
Afternoon, the 11th, however, it fuddenly came
on to blow very frefh at S. E. fo heavy a Sea was.
rolling, that one of the Lighters being leaky, and
rotten in her upper Works, was filled with Water
almoft in a Moment. Every poffible Means were
ufed to fave her; but before fhe was got half a
Cable’s length from the Royal William, fhe went
down. 1 had caufed a nine.inch Hawfer to be
made faft to one of her Beams, and a Buoy faften-
ed toit.  While I wa- bufily employed, in order
to prevent this unfortunate Accident, the other
Lighter had nearly fhared a fimilar Fate, having
with the great Swell fuddenly ftruck againft the
Cap of the Boltfprit of the Royal George ; but by
the Exertions of the Carpenter of the Royal Wil-
liam, and my People, I got her fafe on Shore, bail-
ing her all the Way from Spithead to Stoke’s Bay.
The Wind increafed in the Night, and all next
Day. I was now deftitute of every effeétual
Help. None of the Ships Crews were left on
Board. The Mafter-attendant had taken on
. Shore the twenty Riggers and four Boatf{wains,*
* the only People he fupplied me with for the Trial.
C4 My

# See Letter No. XII,
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My Situation was now truly diftrefling, and my
Anxiety inexpreflible. At high Water, with the
great Sea, and the pitching and afcending of the
Ships, 1 found feveral of my dependent Cables
broke forward in both Ships; every Thing was in
atruly dreadful Confufion. Iimmediately wrote
to the Commiffioner* for the Affiftance of the
People the Mafter-attendants had taken away. In
confequence of my Letter, they were fent again
on Board, on the Sunday Evening, but too Jate,
‘to fave the Cables, .or rendér me any Service in
that Refpett. On the Day following, Monday,
the 13th, it was more moderatc, and I perceived
it impofﬁblc to fubftitute frefh Cables in Time ;
1 was, therefore, determmed to make the laft Ef-
fort with what Cables I had left, and to flart my
Water, which amognted to about 1000 Tons in
Cafks, and fet all my Pumps to work, to throw
out the Water purpofely letin. On Monday
Mor’niﬁg I made the Signal agreed on for Aflil-
tance before Day-light; but, to my great Morti-
fication, not more than 1 37 Men were fent in all,
and very few of thefe came in Time. I did, how-
ever, every Thing that was in my Power; I hove
the Cables down in the beft Manner I could, tho’
very lmpcrfe&ly, and before high Water I found
~ the Royal Gcorgc on float forward. Even then,
mth

¢ See Letter No, XIII,
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. with proper Affitance, I would have fucceeded.
On ftarting the Water, I perceived it had great
Power, and that it lightened the Ships very much.
.. Unfortunately, owing to the Cables being une-
qually hove down, two more gave way in the Dili-
gente, the one in the Starboard Gun-reom Port,
and the other on the Larboard Bow ; notwithftand.
ing, all the Midfhip Cables ftill held faff. Thofe
that were broke, were in a great Mealure occa-
fioned by the Ships pitching and afcending in fo
heavy a Sea. There now remained no Hopes of
‘Succefs till more were bent, and fome other ne-
ceflary Steps taken. But no Time was allowed
me. The Officers took the Charge of the Ships
from me, and though I could only procure 137
Men from the Fleet, four Boatfwains, 20 Riggers,
and a Dozen Caulkers, which I vittualled while
with me, to make the laft Trial, yet 600 Men
were eafily found to carry the Royal William
into Harbour. :
After this-unfuccefsful Attempt I was ordered
to London by the Lords of the Admiralty,t by -
Letter, bearing Date the 24th of Ottober. I re-
mained there above a Month, at a confiderable
Expence, waiting the Determination of their Lord-
fhips, and the Navy Board. At much Coft too,
- I was

* See Letters No. XIV, XV, XVI,
1 See Letter No. XVII.
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I'was obliged to keep Pcfleflion of the Ships, and
Care of the Stores, during the Winter; and had
to pay for that Purpofe Mens Wages and Vittu-
als to a very confiderable Amount.

Afier this plain and unadorned Narrative, the
Right Honourable and Honourable Boards, and
the Public, will judge for themfelves; and every
humane Reader muft fympathize with me in my
Diftrefs and Difappointment. Even my Enemics
allow the Pralicability of my Plan; but the Ob-
ftacles thrown in my Way would have fruftrated
the compleateft and moft perfe€t Defign.

Even from the very Beginning of this arduous
Undertaking, I had Reafon to fear the calamitous
" Conlequences, .which afterwards enfued. While |
_ the Diligente lay at the Jetty, the had only one
Capftane fit for Service. I therefore applied for
ancther to the Builder, who, I verily believe, gave
Orders to ferve me with one proper for my Pur-
pofe. One was accoirdingly looked out, and or-
dered to be putin. Fortunately, however, fome
of my Carpenters cbferved it was not only of an im-
proper Size, but entirely rotten and totally ufelefs.
I got the Carpenters of the Royal William and Di-
ligente to Survey it: they found it much worfe than
it was even reprefented. The Difappointment Inet
with might have been prefaged from this Circum-
ftance, which evidently arofe from Defign, as will
- plainly appear by my Narrative. But undoubt-

edly the Petfcn who meant to impofe upon me
' was
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was not aware of the Confequences which might -
have enfued ; for, had the Capftane been put in,
and ever a heavy Strain hove on it, it might have
occafioned the Lofs of many a Life or Limb.
What was aftonifhing to me, and muft frike every
Obferver, is, that all the rotten and faulty Places,
which were vifible on the Outfide, were filled up
with new-made Putty, and afterwards rubbed over
with foft Dirt, and dried on fo as to make it feem
found.. I fhewed it to feveral Officers of the
‘Yard, and alfo a Quantity of the Putty I had taken
from the faulty Pieces. Mr. Collier, one of the
Foremen or Quartermen of the Capftane-houle,
to whom I mentioned this Circumftance, aflured
me, notwithftanding, i¢ was very found. The Buil-
der, however, ordered me another, which was
taken out of a Ship in Dock, 1 believe the Tri-
‘dent. When it was putting in its Place in the
Diligente, there were upwards:. of 200 Men em-
ployed in the Ship, and moft of them upon Deck
working. While fome were heaving up an An.
chor, a Block broke, and the Sheaf feil and fplit
the Head of this very unfortunate Foreman, or
Quarterman, who had fo fhort a Time before,
through Ignorance, or Inattention, affirmed fo
glaring a Fallehood. It is fomewhat remarkable,
‘that among fuch a Number he alone thould fuffer;
and,in an Age more Superftitious than the prefent,
this fatal Accident might have been attributed to
a pecualiar Interpofition of Providence, whofe

' Ways
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- Ways are too dark and intricate to be explored by
frail and feeble Man,
From the Experiments I formerly made, were
1 properly fupperted, I cannot entertain the leaft
Doubt of ftill accomplifhing the raifingof the Royal
George. My Failure laft Year can be attributed,
with Juftice, to nothing but want of the requifite
and promifed Affiftance. In the moft ample Man-
ner did Government undertake to provide me.
with Lighters and proper Veflels. How I have
been ferved, I have already mentioned. Allow-
ing, for a Moment, that the large Lighters were
| Wantcd to return Stores from Ships, can it ever
be maintained, that this would be detrimental to
his Majefty’s Sea Service, when at the very Time I
" was refufed them, there were three fitter for the
Purpofe, laying ufelefs in the South Dock ? This
Service was certainly Harbour Duty, as the Ships
were going to be paid off. Will.any one fkilled
in the leaft in naval Affairs (Mr. Gilbert excepted)
maintain that the Truelove, and Sherborne Cut-
ter, were proper Veflels for heaving fuch heavy
Purchafes as this great Bufinefs required? The
Capftane of the Truelove contains but fix fhort
Bars, not fix Feet long It is fixed on a narrow
Pink-ftern Deck. The Sherborne has already
been defcribed.  Her inutility is obvious and °
glaring. Indeed, between thefe two Veflels and
the Lighters, there is as much Difference as be-
twe ' ~+h of a Man, and the Weaknefs
of
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of a Child. With them, however, I made the beft
Shift. I could; and did-effet, in the End, the
placing properly my Sweep Cables, by the tem-
porary Means of raifing double Purchafes, fhift-
ing the Veflels, &c. though at great Expence, my °
Labour, Time, and incredible Fatigue; for, had
there been four Lighters, the whole Cables would
have been properly fixed round the Royal George
~in about ten Days, and in a Manner far fuperior
to what I could poffibly do with fuch Veffels as
the Sherborne and Truelove. The Want of pro-
per Craft not only caufed fuperfluous Expences,
but undcubtedly occafioned the Failure in the
End, as I have before obferved. '
The peculiar Hardfhip cf my Cafe appears fuf-
ficiently plain, from the following Circumftances:
1. I'have been kept in an anxious Sufpence,
and have expended a deal of Money- in procur-
ing Diving Machines, and other neceflary Articles.
The lofs I fuftained, by leaving all my-other Bufi-
nefs from Of¢tober, 1782, to the prefent Time,
was very confiderable, and this certainly arofe
from my Plan obtaining a Preference fuperior to
all others.
2. After Govemment had agreed to fupply
~ me with the neceffary Stores, and Craft and Vef-
Jels fit for my Purpofe, could any Thing be more.
wantonly cruel, more uncandid and unjuft, than
to_furpifh me with Veffels totally inadequate to
- the Service for which they were intended ? Nay,
was
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was I not peculiarly unfortunate to be kept out,
even of thefe leaky, crazy, and improper Veffels
for five Weeks, in the prime Seafon of the Year,
by the artful, infidious Defigns of an obftinate
and determined Man, who, abufing the Power he
poffefled, drove me from Place to Place? He
went, indeed, fo far as to fend Pilots on Board,
to carry the two Ships to Spithead, before I had
the half of my Stores on Board; and, in fhort,
exerted himfelf to the utmoft to increafe my Ex-
pences, and retard my Operations; for had it not
been for the unneceflary Obftruétions he threw
" in my Way, I fhould have been ready for the
grand Trial by the End of July. Of the Truth
of this I can produce fufficient Vouchers.

3. At the Time of the Trial, and on the
Failure of my Attempt, the Admiralty interfered,
~ and feemed to have taken the Matter upon them-
felves, as appears from Admiral Montague’s Let-
ters of the 8th and 11th of O¢tober.* I was or-
dered to acquaint him with my daily Proceedings, -
for the Information of their Lordfhips, and anc-
ther Letter commanding the fame for Ais Majefly.
Add to this, that when Admiral Pigot came down
to infpe& into thefe Matters, I naturally conclud-
ed, that, in my then Situation, I could not, apply
with mere Propriety than to the Lords of the

Admiralty.

* See Letters No, XVIII. X1IX,
+ Sec Letter No. XX,
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Admiralty. Accordingly, I wrote to their Lord--
thips, which I much fear gave great Offence to’
the Commiffioners of the Navy. Inmy Letter,
I made a Statement of Fa¢ts, and frefh Propofals.
I alfo communicated the Method I was to adopt,
and delivered the Vouchers I had, certifying my
having moved the Royal George. A Part of thefe
I had formerly left at the Navy Office. I
wrote on the 14th and 17th of Ottober, 1783.
On the 24th of the fame Month I received an
Anfwer, and was ordered to London. On the
7th of November following, I waited at the Navy
Board, left fourteen Aﬂidavxts and a Letter from
.Thomas South, Efg; all in Proof of my having .
moved the Royal George ;* but I got no fatisfac-
tory Anfwer. Onthe 26th of Nevember, I wrote
a third Time¥ to the Admiralty, but recexvmg no
Return, I inclofed, for that Right Honourable
Board, Copies of fourteen AﬂldaVltS and Refe~
rences,} and Letters of feveral Naval Officers §—
all of which were Vouchers of my having moved -
the Ship. Being favoured with no Anfwer, I
wrote again to their Lordfhips on the 1& of

May, and on the sth|| was referred to ‘the Navy
Board.

Flattered

- See Affidavits and Letters, A, B, C, &c,
+ See Letter No. )&*’(lV
- L Sec Letter No. XXI.
§ See Affidavits and Letters, A, B, C, &e.
{| See Letters No, XX1I, XXIII,
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Flatteted by my former Succefs, and no decis
Gve Anfwer being given to my Requetft, I had, till
of late, little Doubt of being again employed.—
In this, I now fear, I have been deceived, as the
Navy Board have fent Orders for a Perfon to at-
tempt getting up the Guns and other Stores; and
others are employed in Preparations to raife the
Ship. They remained filent till the 18th of May,
whenI received a Letter,which, while it ftrengthens
my Fears, excites my Aftonifhment. Could it
be fuppofed, that after the Diftrefs and Fatigue
I had undergone, both in Body and Mind, I
fhould be refufed a fecond Trial? Could any
one imagmne, that after having expended near
£ 4000, my Misfortunes, which in Faét were oc-
cafioned by the Faults of others, fhould be height-
ened by the diftrefling Letter which follows; a
Letter which will involve myfelf and Family in
Ruin, having given my all in Security to a
worthy and refpettable Gentleman, who was
bound for me in a thoufand Pounds to the-
Navy DBoard for the Wear cf his Majefty’s
Stores.

C O P VY.

Navy Office, 17th May, 1784
- Mr. Tracey, y Offees 37 7 1754

¢ WE have received your Letter of the 11th
Inftant, and acquaint you that no further Affif-
tance can be given you by this Board, with Re-
Ipet to your raifing the Royal George; and
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your Setifity will be profecuted as foon as the
Time elapfes.
We are,
Your affeftionate Friends,
CHARLES MIDDLETON,
Signed %

-

EDWARD HUNT,

GEORGE MARSH.
The foregoing Letter needs no Commentary. I
- fhall only make a few Obfervations more, as I fear
1 have already been too prolix on the Subje&. It
probably may be argued, that the Undertaking, in
which T have been fo unfortunate, was a Con-
trabl.—Allowing it to be fo, it is of thaj particu-
lar Nature, that never before happzned, and Hea-
wven avert a fimilar one from ever falling to this
Country’s Lot again! It is too of a Nature
, which can neither be effeCtuated or compleated
without the Aid and Affiftance of Government,
jparticularly, that moft effential Part, a Suffcient
Number of Men at the laft Trial, and the neceflary
Veflels fit for fuch uncommon Purchafes. Tt may
likewife be afked, why did I not ftop, and give
up the Bufinefs, before I had made fuch Progrefs?
Why did I nct make a public’ Charge to the
Board, and complain of the Ufage I had received,
and of the Obftru&tions which were thrown in my
Way ? My Anfwer is, that I had expended many
hundred Pounds, which I fhould never have it in
my Power to recover; for my Enemies would
fay, defpairing of Succefs, I had givep up the At-

) D tempt,
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tempt, of the Succefs of which I never could en-
_tertain a Doubt, if Affiftance was afforded me.—
Again, rather than make difagreeable Complaints,
or give my Superiors trouble,”I fubmitted with
the greateft Patience, thinking fuch a Condutt
* would procure me the Countenance of a Man
who had fo much in his Power ;—with fuch a
Perfon, I was willing to bear, amidft innumerable
Infults and Affronts, rather than give any Occa-
fion for meriting Delay or Difappointment, This
accounts for my Silence in my Letters to the
Board, as I never preferred a fingle Complaint
againft him, though fuch a Conduét would have
been highly juftifiable. I had many Reafons for
alting in this Manner. I thought, when I had
proceeded fo far as to convince his Superiors in
Authority, that I was not to be deterred by trivial
Obftruétions, but was determined, with Fortitude,
and unremitting Perfeverance, though at great
Trouble, Fatigue, and Expence, to furmount every
Difficulty, that then fome higher in Office would
have proved my Friends.

- Secondly, my Agreement with Government
was on a generous and liberal Plan, and my Re-
ward would have been truly bountiful, The Ship
and-Stores were to be valued by the Officers of
Portfmouth Dock-yard, and of Confequence,
Mr. Gilbert, by his Profeflion, would have been
the principal Perfon in the Valuation, The da-
maged Stores were likewife tobe eftimated, and a

' Claufe
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Claufe for giving me the Preference in the Pur-
chafe, after the firfRk Valuation was inferted. On
the whole, I had much to fear, by making a Man,
lefsin Power than Mr. Gilbert, my Enemy, and
every Thing to expef by preferving him my
Friend, as, from my never having given him Of-.
fence, 1 fondly confidered him. '

The Circumftances which have been laid down
in this Narrative, in the moft refpetful Manner ;
_ the Documents, Vouchers, and Authorities, which
I have had the honour to produce, are a fufficient
Juttification, I flatter myfelf, for my Perfeve-
rance: and, I humbly prefume, the impartial
Reader will pity, and the powerful and affluent
will affitt in obtaining fome Compenfation for the
Loffes of the unfortunate Author, who, in endea-
vouring to perform a public Service, has una-
voidably plunged himfelf and Family in Poverty
and in Mifery.

Notwithftanding thefe Circumftances, the Time
elapféd, the Failure of frefh Projettors, and va-
rious other Obftru&tions, I am even now readx to
undertake, and am confcious of accomplithing the
raifing of the Royal George, could 1 be certain
of obtaining the Affitance I refpeltiully re-
quire in my Propofals to the Lords-of the Ad-
miralty.* ‘ .

De The

* S¢e Letters No, XXI, XXIV.
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The raifing of the Royal George was an Ob-
je& of great Magnitude, and of the higheft Im-
portance. While all Europe was ftruck with Pity
at the doleful Tale of her unhappy Fate, they were
anxious to know what Steps would be taken to re-
cover her, by a Nation not lefs renowned in Arts
than in Arms. They could never think that the
peevith and contrafted Difpofition of an Indivi-
dual could thwart and overthrow the Defigns of
a public-fpirited Proje@or; nor will it be be-
lieved, that a Country, celebrated for its Genero-
fity, thould abandon a Man whofe Plan, even
now, is allowed to be fuperior to any yet offered
to public Infpeétion. Of its Pra&icability and
Efficacy I have honourable and fufficient Vouch-
ers, and, amidft the Dangers that furround me, it
affords me no fmall Confolation, that to the Tef-
timonies I have already adduced, I can add the
refpe&table ones of Captains Payne, Hill, Gayton,
Kingfmill, and many others, :

SINCE
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Ferolon oy '¢'¢'¢'¢°¢°¢"¢-¢“¢'¢'¢'¢3’€:
0 P G R o G N e e n S

IN CE writing the preceding Pages, I am
enabled to make a few Obfervations relative
to the Operations ufed this Summer, 1784, in
raifing the Royal George. On a Cafe which fo
nearly concerns my Credit and my Charater, it
can hardly be thought improper for me to dwell
at fome length, efpecially as I have received frefh
Inftances of undeferved Oppreflion. ~
I have already pointed out the heavy Charges
I incurred in my Attempt to raife the Royal
George; I have alfo fhewn what unneceffary
Expences were occafioned by Delays and Difap-
pointments; I have produced the moft undeni-
able Teftimonies of the Propriety of my Plan;
and, to a Demonftration, have proved that no-
-thing but the Want of the promifed Affiftance
could have prevented its being finally efficacicus.
“Yet, feebly as I was fupported, my Efforts, me-
thinks, fhould have fhewn me not unworthy the
Confidence of my Right Honourable and Honour-
able Employers. .
In my Articles of Agreement with the Navy
Board, it was provided by a Claufe therein infert-
D3 - ed,
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ed, that, in cafe I did not raife the Ship, I fhould

be permitted to recover whatcver Guns, Stores,
&c. I poffibly could. Notwithftanding which,
befure 1 received any Notice to the contrary, an
Order was fent down to> Portfinouth Deck, fo
early as the End of April or Beginning of May,
1784, to fupply Meflrs. Brathwaites with a proper
Veflel, of 50 Tons burdcn, and every other Thing
neceflary for the Purpofe of reccvering Stores,
&c. On thefe ingenious Gentlemen I throw no
Refle&tion ; but in the Beginning of my Operation
Jaft Summer, I had got hold and fixed a Purchafe
on the very Sheet Anchor they have fince got up,
after full three Months labour; whereas, had 1
not been more anxious for-the Succels of my
‘grand Obje&t, to which every other Motive wasa
fecondary Confideration, than the Profits which
might arife from the Anchor, I think, I may fay
without Vanity, I would have raifed it in a Day
or two. But I wifhed not to lofe even an Hour
of infinitely more Importance.

When I refle@ed on the partial Refpeét thewn
to thefe Gentlemen ; when I confidered the alarm-
ing Nature of the Lettq:r from the Comrmriffioners
of the Navy, dated the 17th of May; when I re-
volved within myfelf that I had been the imme-
+ diate though innccent Caufe of reducing my Fa-
~ mily to the greateft Dlﬁrefz, my Mind was tor-
" tured with the moft poignant Pain. Nothing
eould affuage, but every Thmg heigltened, my
, Mlsfortunc
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Jisfortnne. I had been obliged to give up the
ships and Stores, after a long and expenfive
Winter, and denied a fecond Trial : I found my-
felf fucceeded by Projettors, whofe Appearance .
befpoke the greateft Affluence, whofe Plan was
not only almoft idolized for its Ingenuity, but
whofe Succefs was feemingly fecured by the Pro-
teftion and Patronage ivt received. I thought
fuch Gentlemen, fupported by fuch Affiftance,
would doubtlefs fucceed. = At firt my Heart
glowed with the Thoughts of again feeing the poor
old Royal George above Water, though I was not
allowed the Honour of accomplifhing fo defirable
an End. I was flattered in my fond Hopes, by fee-
ing thefe Honourable Gentlemen carefled and pro-
te€ed in the moft effe€tual Manner,not only by the
chief Officers of the Port and Yard, but by many"
refpetable Officers of his Majefty’s Navy. = All
‘were unanimous in their Praife, and each ftrove
‘to outdo another in Offers of Services, in giving
.Afliftance, and in Efforts to render that Affiftance
effetual.  Even the long Stages, part of my Ap-
paratus, which had coft me 150l. in making, were
immediately ordered from the Dock-yard, and
taken out to Spithead, by the King’s Pecple, for
the Projeftors’ Ufe. Though I was never per-
mitted to have one of the failing Lighters, yet they
“had the very beft Veflels: Riggers, ina Launch,

alfo attended them, and all the Boats from the
D4 Fleet,
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Fleet ; nay, the Ship’s Company of his Majefty’s
Ship Grampus, which lay near the Royal George,
was likewife ordered to affift';—and, in taking
out thefe great Mens’ Apparatus to Spithead, with
Anchors, Cables, Stores, &c. without the Expence
of Man or Means to thefe Adventurers. When

- I, who was cnly a poor Individual, could not ob-

tain even a Boat's Crew to affift me, in taking -
his Majéfty’s two Ships, Royal William and Dili-
gente, tc Spithead. I was obliged, mylelf, to get
Men fufficient to work them out, and moor them.
It muft be fuppofed a confiderable Number were
requifite, when nearly 6oo were atvally affifting
in getting the Royal William again into Harbour
after my Failure. Had I been fortunate enough
to have met w1th/fu€h Affiftance as thefe Gentle-
men received, they w0uld never had any Trouble
'about this Matter, as undoubtedly, in that Cafe,
T fhould have fucceeded, and, of Confequence,
prevented them from being fo elated at the Be-
ginning, and fo di{appointea at the End of their
ingenious Procefs, Great, however, as their
Pretenfions were, I.'will venture to fay, no A-
gr_eement whatever was made at the Boards to
affift them more than myfelf.——Itis my Duty,
however, to refign myfelf to my adverfe Fate.
I would wifh the two Plans, that of my own
' Invention, and the other, which is not the Inven-
tion of thefe great and affluent - Adventurers,
- Commifflioner
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Commiffioner Hickes and Samuel Remmat,
Efgrs. to be fully inveftigated, and firiftly ex-
amined, by the beft Judges, by whofe Decifion
I will chearfully abide. The one has been expe-
rimentally tried at Spithead, and found to be
praflicable and effe€tual for the Purpofe; the
other has proved the reverfe, although it muft be
allowed it looks very ingenious and pretty on a
Table, or in a Cabin.

As thefe Projetors have in Public endea-
voured to fhew the Impraéticability of my Plan,
I truft I fhall not be thought either envious or
malicious in faying, that I defy their Aflerticns,
and will prove, either to themfelves, or Friends,
that their Plan, or any Part of it, cannot be ef-
fettual or prafticable at Spithead. I cannot
help obferving, that this Plan, ‘of which Meflrs.
Hickes and Remmat availed themfelves, was of-
fered me laft Summer,* by a Mr. John Jackfon,
who now declares himfelf the fole Inventor, and
that he is very ill-ufed, and would be glad to be
concerned with me, -~

I will not longer tire the Reader’s Patience,
further than cbferving, that the Event of their
Plan fpeaks for itfelf. I muft acknowledge they

have been more fortunate than [ was; for put.
ting

* See Letter No. XXV,
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~ ting travelling Charges afide, a very fmall Sum
would refund the Money that has been really
paid for their Operations. The honeft Tradef-
men, and others, who fupplied the Materials for
their Apparatus, &c. and fupported them thro’
the whole, from the generous Payments they
have received, will be the beft enabled to af-
certain the Expences of thefe ingenious Gen-
tlemen, ) '

AFFIDAVITS



AFFIDAVITS

Referred to in the preceding Narrative.

A.

Borough of Porifmouth, in theg
County of Southampton.

ILLIAM TRACEY, of Portfmoutl Com- -

mon, in the Liberties of the faid Borough,
and County of Southampton, Broker; John
Brinehead, of the fame Place, Ropemaker; Ro-
bert Stangroom, of Portfmouth, of the faid Bo-
rough, Mafter and Mariner; William Bell, of
Portfmouth Common aforefaid, Carpenter of his
Majefty’s Ship Royal William; Thomas Wal-
lace, of the fame Place, Ship Builder; Jofeph
Pink, of the fame Place, Joiner; Edward Brine,
of the fame Place, Brazier; William Rebert{on,
of Gofport, in the faid County, Rigger ; William
North, of Portfmouth aforefaid, Mariner; Ri-
‘chard Hoare, of Portfmouth Common aforefaid,
ViQualler ; Robert Green, of Portfmouth Com-
mon aforefaid, Butcker ; John M‘ Daniel; Gun-
b ' ner
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ner of his Majefty’s faid Ship Royal William ;
* and Thomas Dorfet, Boatfwain of the faid Ship;
and Jonathan Prefcott, of Gofport afcrefaid,
Foreman of Riggers, feverally make Oath and
fay; and firft, this Deponent, the faid Wil-
ham Tracey, for himfelf, faith, that having been
employed, by Agreement with Government, to
weigh and rccover his Majefty’s Ship Royal
Gceorge, he, this Deponent, on Thurfday the
ninth Day of O&ober laft, being then on Board
His Majefty’s faid Ship the Royal William, and
it.being then high Water, did clearly obferve and
fee the Royal George move, and go a-head ; and
the Royal William and Diligente move and go
a-ftern, in one Body, upwards of thirty Feet from
the Place-where the Royal George lay; and that
he, this Deponent, from Sunday the fifth Day of
Odober lalt, to Monday the thirteenth Day of
Otlober laft, at High Water, did alually per-
ccive the Royal George to be quite lively, and
on float, in the Bed fhe lay ; and this Deponent
further faith, that he did nct, at any Time, fee the
Cap cf the Boltlprit, Jib-boom, and Traveller,
belonging to the Royal George, fo far above the
. Surface of the Water before fhe was fo moved,
as aforefaid, as he did after fhe was moved.—
And thefe Deponents, the faid John Brinehood
and Robert Stangroom, for themfelves, feverally
fay, that thefe Depenents being on board his Ma-
jelty’s faid Ship the Royal William, and having

the
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the Charge of the faid Ship, and of the Diligente,
and of the Men on Board them refpettively, un-
der the Direftion of the faid William Tracey,
they, thefe Deponents, the faid John Brinchocd
_and Robert Stangroom, on Sunday the fifth Day
- of O&ober laft, at the high Water, were alarmed
" by the People in the Ship, that the Royal George
moved and {waddled in her Bed; whereupon,
they, thefe Deponents, the faid John Brinehood
and Robert Stangrocm, on their refpettive Oaths,
folemnly declare, that the Royal George was then
very vifibly on float, and lively in the Bed fhe
lay ; and thefe Deponents, the faid John Brine-
- hood and Robert Stangroom, further feverally
fay, that at feveral high Waters, between Sunday
the fifth Day of Otober laft, and Monday the
thirteenth Day of the fame O&ober, the Royal
George wason float ; and, that on Thur{day the
ninth Day of the fame O&ober, they, thefe Depo-
nents, the faid John Brinehood and Rcbert Stan-
groom, being then giving Dire€lions to the Men
who attended the Bits of the Royal William, a
general Cry arofe on Board the Royal William,
that the Réyal George was going a-head ; at which'
Time, they, thefe Deponents, the faid John Brine-
hood and Robert Stangroom, obferved, that the
{mall Bower Cable, which held the Ship to the
Eaftward, was very taught, whereas, before it was
flackened ; and they, thefe Deponents, immedi-
ately faw the Stoppers caft off the fmall Bower;

' ) that
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that the Royal William then went a.ftern, and
took Cable very faft; that is tc fay, about five
or fix Fathoms of Cable, and then the Royal Wil-
liam ftopped, and would not take any more
- Cable ; and thefe Deponents, the faid John Brine-
hood and Robert Stangroom, further fay, that on
their going aft on the lower Deck, on board the
Royal William, they obferved, that about fix
Fathoms of Cable had been hove in by the Cap-
ftane, on the Cable that moored the Royal Wil-
liam a-ftern, which they, thefe Deponents, the faid
John Brinehood and Robert Stangroom, knew was
very taught before; and thefe Deponents, the
faid John Brinechood and Robert Stangroom,
further fay, that they verily believe, that at the
Time the general Cry was given as aforefaid, the
Royal George was moved upwards of thirty Feet,
at the leaft, to the Weftward, from the Place
where fhe lay; and thefe Deponents, the faid
John Brinehood and Robert Stangroom, further
fay, that they did not at any Time fee the Cap of
the Boltfprit, Jib-boom, and Traveller, fo high
out of the Water before the Royal George was
moved as afcrefaid, as they did afterwards.
And this Deponent, the faid William Bell, for
himfelf, faith, that he being on board the Royal
William, on Thurfday the ninth Day of Ottober
laft, and, having taken Marks and Obfervations
by the Land, he, this Deponent, the faid William-

Bell, at about high Water, clearly obferved and
faw
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faw the Royal George, Royal William, and Dili-
gente all move in one Body to the Weflward, at
the Time the People were heaving at the Cap-
ftage for that Purpofe ; and this Deponent, the
faid William Bell, for himfelf, faith, that for feve-
ral Times; at high Water, between Sunday the
fifth,. and Monday the 13th Day of Ottober laft,
the Royal George was lively and a-float in the
.~ Dock fhe lay in; and this Deponent, the faid
William Bell, verily believes, that the Royal
George hath been removed thirty Feet a-head,
at leaft, from the Place where fhe lay in, and
faith, that he never faw the Cap of the Boltfprit,
Jib-boom, and Traveller of the Royal George
fo high out of the Water before the Royal
George was moved as he did afterwards.—And
this Deponent, the faid Thomas Wallace, for
himfelf, faith, that he being on board the Royal
William, on Thurfday the ninth Day of O&ober
lat, and having previoufly taken two Marks, or
Obfervations, in a Parallel Line, with one Mark
on the Shore, did clearly obferve, that the Mafts
of the' Royal George did not, at the Time fhe
moved, as aforefaid, feparate from the Royal
William and Diligente ; but faith, that all the
three Ships moved in one Body tcgether; and
faith, that from Sunday the fifth, and Monday the
_thirteenth Days of Oétcber laft, the Royal
George was lively and a-float in the Bed fhe lay
in; and verily believes the Royal Gecrge hath

been
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been removed, from the Place where the lay in,

thirty Feet a-head ; and that he never faw the

Cap of the Boltfprit, Jib-boom, and Traveller, of

the Royal George fo high out of the Water be- .

fore the was moved as he did afterwards.
And this Deponent, the faid Jofeph Pink, faith,
that he being on board the Royal William, on
Thur{day the ninth Day of O¢tober laft, obferv-
ed that the Mafts of the Royal George did not
{feparate from the faid Royal William and Dili-
gente, but thatall meved in a Body together ; and
further faith, that from Sunday the fifth, and
Monday the thirteenth Days of O&ober laft, the
Rcyal George was lively and on float, in the
Dock fhe lay in, and verily believes the Royal
George hath been removed thirty Feet a-head
from the Place where fhe lay in, and thdt he
never faw the Cap of the Boltlprit, Jib-boom, and
Traveller {o high out of Water before fhe was
moved as he did afterwards. And this Depo-
nent, the faid Edward Brine, for himfelf, faith,
that he hath made frequent Excurfions to Spit-
head, to fee the Endeavours made in raifing the
Royal' George, fince the fifth Day of O&ober
laft ; that on Tuefday the feventh Day of Ofo-
ber laft, he ftaid on board the Royal William to
be convinced of the Faét as to the Royal George
moving.in her Dock ; that he fat himfelf down on
the Fore-top of the Royal George, and obferved
a perpendicular and ftarboard and larboatd Mo-

tion,

\
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Motion, fufficient to convince this Deponent, that
the Royal George was moved from the Bottor of
her Dock ; that he attended feveral Times at high
Waters, and, in particular, on Wednefday the
eighth Day of Oétober laft, he pafled from the
Gangway of the Royal William to the Mainmaft

of the Royal George, and there obferved the fame
Motions, if not greater, than the Day before, ow-

ing, as he fuppofed, to the Augmentation of the
Spring Tides ; that healfo obferved the Marksmade
on the Rails of. the Quarter-deck of the Royal
William, to an Obfervation on the Land, by
which_ it clearly appeared that the Royal George
had been moved about thirty Feet to the Weft-
ward. And this Deponent, ' Ralph Robinfon,
upon his Oath, faith, that he being on board the
Diligente, on the ninth Day of O&ober laft, he
took particular Marks by the Mafts of the Dili-
gente and Royal George, and a Building in the
Ifle of Wight, which he brought to his View in
a parallel Line ¢ that on the fame Day, when the
People in the Diligente and Royal William were
‘heaving at the Capftanes to move the Royal
George, he clearly and diftin@tly faw the Malfts of
the Royal George, Royal William, and Diligentcy,
all move in one Body to the Weftward ; and faith,
that the Royal George was moved to the Diftance
. of its Breadth, or thirty Feet and upwards ;  and
that for feveral high Waters, between the fifth
and ninth Days of O&ober laft, he perceivedithe
E Royal
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Royal George was lively and on float in the
Bed fhe lay in.——And this Deponent, the faid
William North, cn his Oath, faith, that he being
in a Boat on the ninth Day of O&ober laft, at the
Jib-boom End of the Roya[.Georgc, he clearly
perceived and faw by the Motion of the Jib-
boom that the Royal George was on float; that
finding the People on Board the Royal William
and Diligente beginning to heave at the Capftanes,
he was very attentive, and clearly faw the Royal
George’s Jib-boom and Mafts, the Royal Wil-
liam and Diligente, all move in one Body to the
Weftward; and verily believes, by the Marks
he had obferved on the Land, the Royal George
was moved at leaft thirty Feet to the Weftwand.
And this Deponent, the faid Richard Hoare, on
his Oath, faith, that he being on board the Dili-
gente on the ninth Day of Oéober laft, and hav-
ing the Charge cf the People at the Bits, forward,
he obferved the Diligente to go a-ftern, about fix
Fathoms, by the Cable he caufed to be veered
out, and faith it was utterly impoffible for the
“Diligente and Royal William to go a-ftern, with-
_out the Royal George going a-head, as the Cables
Jrere all hove taught in the Diligente and Royal
William at the fame Time ; and faith, he verily
believes the Royal George was hove a-head to the
Weftward thirty Feet and upwards,.——And this
Deponent, the faid Jonathan Poftgate, on his
.. . : . Qath,
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Oath, faith, that he was on Thurlday the ninth
"Day of Oftober laft attending at the Capftane in
the Diligente, and that about fix Fathoms of the
Cable, which held the Diligente to the Weftward,
was hove in, and faith it was impoffible for the
Diligente and Royal William to go a-ftern fo far
without the Royal George geing a-head ; and ve-
rily believes the Royal George to be moved thirty
Feet to the Weltward.—~—And this Deponent,
the faid Robert Green, on his Qath, faith, that he
was on board the Royal William on the ninth
Day of Ottober laft, that he, by the Orders of
the faid John Brinehood, caft off the Stoppers for-
ward in the Royal William, and that the faid Ship
took about fix Fathoms of Cablé, #nd verily be-
lieves the Royal George to have gone a-head
about thirty Feet to the Weftward.——-And thefe
Deponents, the faid John M‘Daniel and Thomas
Dorlet, on their refpe&tive. Oaths, fay, that they,
on the ninth Day of Oftober laft, attended the
Capftane of the Royal William below, and found
upwards of fix Fathoms of Cable to have been -
hove in; but they fay, as they were below, they
could nct perceive by the Land whether the
Royal George moved or not, but that they ob-
ferved at the high Waters, between the fifth- and
thirteenth Days of O€ober laft, that the Royal
George was lively and a-float in her Dock, and .

verily believes herto have been moved.
Ez Signed
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/WILLIAM TRACEY,
‘| JOHN BRINEHOOD,
ROBERT STANGROOM,
WILLIAM BELL.
ITHOMAS WALLIS,
JOSEPH PINK, |
EDWARD BRINE, Junior,
RALPH ROBINSON,
WILLIAM NORTH,
RICHARD HOARE,
JONATHAN POSTGATE,
ROBERT GREEN,

JOHN M‘DANIEL,
THOMAS DORSET.

Sworn at Portfmouth, in the faid County, the
firft Day of November, 1783, before me,

R. Gi. TEMPLE, Mavo-r.

LETTERS,
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B.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable
JamEs LUTTRELL.
Ganges, Portfmouth Harbour, 16th Dec, 1783,
SIR, "
I Received your Letter of yefterday’s Date. I

am glad to underftand by it, that my Officers
and Men gave you every Affitance in their Power
for raifing the Royal George, purfuant to the
Orders of the Admiral and Admiralty,

The Support which Government gave you;
the Stores which they allowed to be iffued ; the
Ships and Men employed in that Service, ftamps
a Credit upon the Merit of your Plan, beyond
that of my Opinion in its Favour. I freely con-
fefs I think the Defeét was not in your Plan, but
the Execution of it. I believe the fame Mode
of flinging the Royal George with Cables, pro-
perly ftretched, for each to bear on equal Strains,

Ej would
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would raife the Royal George, if it was a public
Work, that the Men might a€t under regular Dif-
cipline, to be able to heave all the Purchafes
taught in Time for the Tide. But an Individual,
vefted with fo little Authority as ycurfelf, was
not likely to carry command enough fcr the
Exertions required of fo many Men.—And your
- Geer was hardly ftretched for your Purpofe be-
fore you left off. And I believe that, with the
Affiftance you had, if the Attempt had been made
earlier in the Year, you would have fucceeded.
Though I was often on Board the Royal William,
I was not there when it was generally reported
the Royal George had floated in her Bed. I un-
derftood, from the Report of my Officers and
Men, when they came on Board from Work, that
the Royal George was certainly moved in fome
Degree. I think you undertook too extenfive
a Work for an Individual, and that the moving
~ the King’s Shlp out of the King’s Roadﬁeaﬁ ought
to be the Bufinefs of the public Service.

' Your Agreement will beft thew how far Go-
vernment have pledged themfelves to reimbur fe
you if yoy failed in your Undertakmg But, at
the fame Tlme, I am of Opinion, that your At-
tempt was menfonous, your Plan ingenious and
pra&xcabie and deferving of Reward and Encou-
ragement from the Public. Though Men im-
provmo cn your Plan, and by it inventing anc-

© ther
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ther and better, might make it improper to adopt
your's the enfuing Seafon., ‘
Iam,
SIR,
Your hufnble Servant,
JAMES LUTTRELL.

.

C.
Copy of a Letter from Capt. HuMpHREYS.

\ Soutlmmptan, Nov. '4; 1783.
SIR,

N anfwer to your Letter, I am happy to af-

fure you I fhall, without Relutance, relate, for
the Satisfaftion of any Body you wifh, what I faw
on Board on Thur{day the gth of O&ober, or at
any other Period, if neceflary, during my frequent
Vifits to fee your Operations at Spithead. . What
I relate you may know many on Board that heard
me repeat; but, being 3 Stranger toall, I capnos
fay whom, :

When the Cables a-head had been veered out,
and the Men were heaving on the oppofite ones
a-fiern; I was in the Quarter-gallery of the Royal
William, and from the Obje& which I fixed my
Eye on, I could diftinguith clearly the Diligente
gained confiderably on it. At laft, a Frigate, in
particular, afier lofing, by flow Degrees, the Port-

Eyq holes,
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holes, &c. was quite out of my View. What led
me to think that the Royal George muft go like«
wife, was, that her Main-top lay along-fide a Port-
hole of the Royal William, and did not during the
Time of my Obfervation change its Pofition.—
Whether this may go far enough to prove the
Points in Queftion, thofe that are better Sailors
than myfelf may better judge; they, however;
led me to be very fanguine in my Expetations of
. your Succefs; and I regret very much that your
Difappointments and Misfortunes occafioned the -
Lofs of that Time and Opportunity which would,
in all pro_bibility, have fecured it.

Iam,

. SIR,

: Your moft humble Servant

RICHMOND WEBB HUMPHREYS.

D.

Copy of a Letter from Tio. SOUTH Efg;
late ngh Sheriff of Harnpfhn'c, '

Boffington, 12 November, 178.3'.,-';

ELIEVE me, Mr. Tracey, of the numerous

? Speftators that your Undertaking invited: to
Spithead, no one looked on with more Anxiety,
no one heard of your Misfortune with moré Cha-
grin, or more fincerely laments your Failure than’
) my{elf,
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myfelf,: -whofcratinized into, and obferved alt
your Operations with a Degree of Pleafure and
Admiration unknown to others. As the Poet
fays, ¢ ’Tis not in Mortals to command-Succefs,”
but, this I will aver, you' deferved it. - Your Plan
is both rational and philofophical, and was in a
great Meafure well executed ; ycur Sweeps were
laid down-and fixed with judgment, would have
borne twice the Weight of the Royal George ;
and your buoyant Powers were equal likewife to
the Tafk of floating her. - AH this is manifeft, be-
caufe you failed only in not having fecured a
more than fufficient power of Falls to fupport the
Weight for a Continuance. - I believe the united
Strength of your Cables, drawing in fingle Lines,
to have been about one-third more than the Re-
fitance ; whereas they fhould have been more than
double, for the different Angles they drew in muft
make it next- to impofiible they fhould all firain
alike.: I too well ferefaw, as I can bring Proof,
the Calamity e’er it happened.

I rejoice to hear, that you are likely: to under-
take the Bufinefs afrefli. If properly fupported,
with the Experience you now have, there remains
not a Doubt of Succefs. That fhe was attually
on float on the Saturday, I weuld make Affidavit,
for I faw the three aggregate Bodies move toge-
ther with one uniform fteady Motion, But you
don’t know the Nature of Cordage fo well as I do,
who have broken many Peunds worth of the beft .

manufattured
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manufatured Hemp London could produce, with
dead Weights, and have found what muft ftrike
you as the Cafe, < That a Rope, capable of fuf-
pending a Ton to-day, breaks with it if it hangs
to-morrow ; for when, by the continued Strain,
the Elafticity of it is exhaufted, fnap it goes. So
that the Power ought at leaft 1o be a Ton and an

\ half to fecure the Support cfa Ton for a _fortnight,
particularly where the Swell of the Sea may
caufe the Alion to be unfteady.

As I flill furvey your Prints with Pleafure, in
full Affurance that the Bufinefs, in fome future
Day, will be effetted as there defcribed, I will
defire you to fend me the other plain and the co-
loured one, by the Gofport Coach, to the Bell, at
Romfey, where my Servant frequently goes with
Parcels to my Son, who is now at the Royal
Academy, and fhall have a Commiffion to pay
you what remains due for the Prints when I re<
ceive them, I truly wifh you Succefs in the
Spring, and am,

- SIR,
Your’s, &ec.
THOMAS SOUTH,

P.S. Letme defire you to mark in the
- Plan, as nearly as poffibly you-an,
the Cables that gave way.

'Copy
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E.

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Encz, of
his Majefty’s Ship Goliah.

: Goliah, 24th Fanuary, 1784.
S IR, _
"OUR Letter of the 13th of this Month I got
“only_to Day, being on Leave of Abfence,
with the Print you mention, which I am very
much obllged to vou for, and will keep it as a
Remembrance of that great Undertaking you took
in hand laft Year. The little Aflitance I could
poffibly be to you, you were very welcome to: I
wilhed it had been in my Power to have been
more fo. With regard to the Royal George be-
ing moved in her Bed, I am well convmced fhe
was fo; and had the People you employed ex-
erted themfelves, and the Weather had not prov-
ed fo bad, I am of Opinion you would have fuc-
ceeded.—Nothing was wanting on your Side.—
You made every Exertions Man could do. I
make not the leaft Doubt but you will fucceed, if
employed on that Buﬁnefs, in the Spring.
I am,
SIR,
Your’s, &c.
WILLIAM EDGE.

Cbpy
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F.

Copy of a Letter from Licut. Riou, of
his Majefty’s Ship Ganges.

Portfmouth, 7th February, 1784.
SR, -
I Acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the

18th of January laft ; and in Anfwer to which,
if it will be of any Service to you to"know my
Opinion concerning the weighing of the Royal
George, -1 will give it you truly, becaufe the
Theory of ycur Plan, together with fo much cf
the pra€ticable Part as lay in your Power, appear~
ed to me to be founded on Judgment, and worthy
the Support of every Individual, but particularly
that of the Officer, who could with a little Atten.
tion and Trouble to himfelf and Ship’s Company,
be of infinite Service to you and your Under-
taking. What I have maintained to evety Body
with whom I have converfed on the Subjeét of
the Royal George, I now mention to you: It is
my firm Belief, that had you had a fufficient
‘Number of Men on the Spot ready to all Calls,
and under the Order and Difcipline of Naval
Officers, allo co-operating with you, and on your
Principles, the Royal George would have been
weighed.  Inflead of which, during the few
Nights that 1 was on bcard the Royal William,
on which Time, as I underftood from you, you
" fo
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fo chiefly depended, as to call it your laft Effort,
and for which Reafon I attended with feventy
Men, I remarked, that the total Want of Obedi-
ence, good Order, and Difcipline, .together with
a Scarcity of Men, was the only Thing, in» my
Opinion, which fruftrated your grand Undertak-
ing. I lamented it at that Time, not.chiefly on
your Account, but for public Motives. And I
do verily believe, that the Royal Gecrge was
moved in the Bed fhe lay; and bhad .it been a
plain Surface, inftead of the hollow Bed, out of
which you had to move her, your Attempt, in
fpite of the Want of Difcipline, &c. before-men-.
tioned, would have proved fuccefsful. ‘

I am,
SIR,
Your’s, &c.

EDWARD RIOU

G.

Copy of a Letter from Lieut, SHORT, of
_the Goliah.

Goliah, 7th Feb. 1784.
SIR,

OUR Letter, with the inclofed Print, I re-
ceived, for which I return you my Thanks.
As to the little Affiftance I was to you in that
very arduous Undertaking of your’s, you are
welcome
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-welcome to, and I with it had laid in my Power to
bave been more fo, as I am convinced that great
Attempt only failed for want of proper . Officers
and Men to fecond your unremitting Attention.
I am well convinced the Royal George was

~ moved, and was very forry when the Gale came:
from the S. E. Had it not come on, I think you

, would have been able to have moved her into
thoal Water before the Winter Seafon was too far -
advanced. I have only to add, that thould the
Attempt be made again, I with it may be put in
your Hands, as I am certain, no Perfon would
pay more Attention, and none, in my Opinion,
more deferving; and, with proper Affiftance, I
doubt not but you will fucceed.

I am,
'SIR, &c.
J. SHORT.
H.

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. WHEATLEY,
of the Goliah.
‘ Fanuary 3d, 1784.

S IR,
I HAVE received your Letter of the 16th
Inftant, wherein you have afked me to ac-
knowledge, providing I faw the Royal George to
move or fally in her Dock cor Bed, when an Board

of .
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of you the gthof O&tober. I could perceive her
both to fally and lift ; and, if proper Affitance had
been given you, your Purchafe, in my Opinion,
muft have anfwered your Expeétations. Itwas
very unfortunate the Wind, en the 11th and 12th,
blowing fo intenfely from the S. E. which cccafi-
oned fome of your foremoft Cables giving Way
~ that you fo much depended upon, and put it, of
courfe, paft all Hopes of raifing her before others
~ were fubftituted, ‘
I am,
SIR, &c.
FRANCIS WHEATLEY.

I..

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. WHITE, late
" of his Majefty’s Ship London.

\ Portfmouth, 1cth Fan. 1784.
SIR, '
Received your Note of yefterday’s Date, and
have to acquaint you, that the little Service I
could poffibly render to you, on your great At-
tempt to weigh and recover his Majefty’s Ship
"Royal George, you are welcomme to. I think I
fhould have done no more than my Duty, had it
been in my Power to have done much more.
As
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As to the Royal George, I am confcious to
myfelf of her being on float on the 6th; 8th, and
oth of O&tober laft : On thofe Days, at the high
Waters, I ftepped from the Royal William’s Gun-
whale on the head of the Royal George's Main-
maft, where I felt, and perceived a perpetual
Motion, and, at different Periods, I felt the Royal
George to firike on the Ground. I went from
thence on the Head of the Foremaft, where I
found the Motion to be much greater, which con-
~vinced me of her being a-float in her Dock. I
went on Board feveral Times to view your Ope-
rations, &c. which I think were well founded, but
vour Men wanted to be under more Difcipline on
fuch a hcavy Undertaking. I was not on Board
the Morning it was generally reported. that the
Ships were gone to the Weftward, but was thortly

after. By my Marks, which I had previoufly - .

taken cn the 1fle of nght 1 found they were al-
tered by the Ship’s moving fome little Diftance to
the Weftward, as alfo canted a little to the North-
ward. I was alfo glad to find you had 38 Feet of
your Stern Cables in, which was a convincing
Prouf of her having been moved. © 1 am forry
‘the Gale fhould come and increafe fo hard from
the S. E. as I was fully perfuaded, you would
have removed the Ship: into fhoal Water,. with
a proper ‘Affiftance of Men ; but you could not
half man your Capftane; 137 were ‘too few a

Number. If Government would think preper
’ to
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to employ you again in the Spring with proper
Officers, and a fufficient Number of Men, make
no Doubt but you will fucceed.
; I am, &c.
THOMAS WHITE.

‘K.

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. WHIT AKER.
Portfmouth, ]an. 10th, 1784.
S IR, '
N the Receipt of your's, of the gth Inftant, -
I mult, in Anfwer théreto, acknowledgs,
that bemg on board the Royal William on Wed-
nefday the. 8th, and Thurfday the gth of O&ober
lalt, to view the. Operatlons carrying on by you
for the recovering his Majelty’s  Ship Royal
George; that on the high Water' of thefe Days
I oblerved the Royal George to be in Motion,
and on float, and am of Opinion fhe was moved
to the Wefltward, fome fimatl Diftance from the
Place where fhe firlt lay I am forry it came cn
to blow fo hard, otherwife I have no Doubt but
you might have fugceeded in ycur Attempt; and
if you attempt it /again, I fincerely wifh you Suc-

cels. ya

' I am,
SIR, &c. )
_]OHN WHITAKER,

Lieutenant in his Majefty’s Navy.

F. Copy
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hucn Fal-
CQONAR, late Lieutenant of his Majefty’s
Ship Bedford, now belonging to his
Majefty’s Ship Ganges.

Ganges, Port/mouth Harbour, 10th Feb. 1784.

S IR,
HEN your Note came on Board, I was

on Shore, otherwife would have anfwered

it by the Bearer. I was extremely forry, as were
.all the Officers of the Ganges, to fee the Wind
come cn fo foul from the S. E. on the Saturday,
11th OQober, in the Afternoon, and its continuing
fo*to do ail Night and Sunday. As to the Royal
George being lively and a-float in her Bed, at the
high Water, from Monday the 6th of O&ober to
Saturday Noon, »1th Oftober, I am very well
convinced and pofiuve of ; and believe to have
been moved fome fmall Diftance to the Well-
ward, on Thurf{day the gth; when it was generally
reported fhe was moved. But being between
Decks, in the Royal William, at the fore Cap-
ftane, which was entirely mannéd by the Ganges
Men, and under my command, 1 could not fee
by the Land to any particular-Diftancc*; but this
much I am «<ertain of, that feveral Farboms of
Cable were hove in, which moved the Royal
Wil'am
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William to the Wc&ward I lament your Fais
lure, as I was very fangume of your having Suc-
cefs; ‘and if you attempt it again, I have litle
'Doubt of ‘your Succef3, provided you have pro-
per Help, and the Peop}e to be vr&ualled on
board the Ships. ‘
1am, &c.
HUGH FALCONAR

- e
M ”~

Copy of a Letter from Mr. WuM. FrosT,
late Licutenant of his Majefty’s Ship
Egmont.

Goliah, 7th Feb. 1784.
SIR,

IReceived your Note: in Anfwer to which, I
-am happy to have it in my Power to certify,

if neceflary, that on my being fent from the Go-

liah, on Sunday the 5th Day of O&ober laft, when
about high Water, I moft diftin&ly obferved the

Royal George to move, and fwaddle in her Dock

or Bed. And, that on Thur{day the gth of Oéto-

_ ber followipg, did more diftinétly fee the Royal

George on foat, or lively in her Dock. Atten

at Night I went under the Jib-boom, and faw an

Officer get on the Boom, but could not keep his

Seat fhe jumped fo hard. I verily believe you

Fa moved
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moved- her in.fome Degree to the. Weftward.—
1 was very unhappy, as were all our Officers, to
fee the Wind come on fo {refh at S. E. when you
were fo precarioufly fituated. I think it a thcu-
fand Pities you bad not 'the Men to lay on Board
a few Nights before, to have hove your Purcha-
fes down at the Morning LewAWater, as I think
there would have been but little Doubt of hav-
ing moved the Ship. I wifh you every Succefs,
and- ﬁne-WeaLher for your next Attempt,
And am, &c.
- WILLIAM FROST.

In



IN Addition to the preceding Teftimonies in my
Favour, I flatter myfelff I fhall be pardoned
for mentioning the following Circumflance, as a
further ‘Proof of my baving attually mcved the
Royal George. The Faét can, if neceflary, be
attefted by refpettable Evidence. The Abilities
of the Gentleman I allude to, in his Profeffion, are
unquefltionable, and, in the prefent Cafe, his Vera- ‘
city will hardly be doubted.

When it was known the Royal George was
moved, it confequently became the general To-
pic of Converfation, At one of them, Mr. Gil-
bert was heard to- declare, he had taken particular
Marks to bear with one of the Mafts of the Royal
George, and by his fubfequem Obfervaticns, " he
faid, he was convinced fhe had been moved fifteen
or fixteen Feet to the Weftward, as far as he
could judge, by the Diftance, which was about
four Miles.

On receiving {o agreeable an Information from
fuch a Quarter, I took the earlieft Opportunity
of waiting on Mr. Gilbert, and accclted him in
the Dock-yard. I enquired of him, if he had
taken Marks, and was fenfible of the Ship’s being

Fg3 woved
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moved. Hean{wered me, he had, in the Manner
above related ; and candidly acknowledged the
‘fame before two Captaipts of a Man of War, and
feveral other Gendemcﬁ
A few Days after my Failure, Admxral Plgot
one of the Lords of the Admlralby came down to
fee the State in which the Royal George lay. I
had wrote to the Right Honcurable Beard on the
14th and 16th of O&ober.* Before I had an
Opportunity of receiving an Anfwer, Mr. Gilbert,
forry am I to fay it, not only deprived me of the
Advantage of the Pofition of the Ships; but fent
a Number of Officers and Men to caft off the
Cables, Geer, &c, which was done in fuch Confu-
fion as put it paft my Power to take up the moft
valuable Part of his Majefty’s Stores, the Cables,
Chains, &c. Of thefe I had taken the moft par-
ticular Care, and had the Precaution of kecping
a proper marked Tally toeach Cable’s End, by
which Means I could have taken them up one after
ancther, as I had put them down, and placed them
in my Operations. Thus I fhould have faved Go-
vernment {ome thoufands of Pounds, which were
loft by a wanton A&, neot more detrimental to
the Public than oppreffive to an Individual.
As I have already obferved, a very few Days
after Mr, Gilbert had thus publicly declared his
. ' certainty

* See Letters No, XIV, XV,
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certainty of the Royal George being moved, I
was ordered by Admiral Pigot to mect him at .
Spithead, 1r.order to fee the Staxe and Condition
of the Royal George. The Admiral was accom-
panied by Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Mofely, the two
Mafter-attendants. Qn having viewed the Wreck,
the Admiral alked me many Queftions, rcfpeamg,
the Ship being moved, and the Praéticability of
ralﬁng her, &c. My Anfwers were according to
the ftrieft Truth. Among other Authorities, I
mentioned that of Mr. Gilbert, and to him I re-
ferced the Admiral for Information. That Gen-
tleman, however, refufed me, in this Refpett, com-
mon Jultice ; for, inftead of giving a pofitive
Anfwer, he made equivocal Evafions, by afferting,
in the general, that my Plan was inadequate to the
Purpofe§ that, fuppofing I had got her away, I
could not carry her in Shore; that poffibly his
Marks were altered by the Royal William and
Diligente being hove to the Weftward, and rhe -
Royal George left behind, with many other Re-
fle€tions unjuft and uncharitable ; Reflettians I by
no Means deferved, and’ which could ferve no
Purpofe but that of prejudicing the Admiral a-
gainft me. 1 told himfelf, plainly, bis Afperfions
were uncandid and untrue. But againft Mr.
Mofely I do not refle€ : he fpoke nothing to my
difpraife, nor did he make an oftentatious Attempt
to prove an Improbability,—for it was morally
impoffible for the two Ships to move to the W eft-
Fg4 ' ward
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ward without the Royal Gecrge, in the Manner all
were hove and fecured in'o cne Body.* Let me
alk any reafonable Perfon, who knew the Situa-
tion in which the Ships were, if there was the lcaft
Shadow of Poffibility that the Reyal George could
be left behind ?  Will Mr. Gilbert affert ferioufly
the contrary? No: nor can he deny, that on
Thur(day the gth of O¢tober, when on the Quar-
ter-deck of the Royal William, an Hour or more
before high Water, he then perceived the Royal
~ George was lively and off the Ground, and attu-
ally faid fo to me.— I believe,” fays Mr. Gil-
bert, « you will get her away ; but I would ad-
“ vife you not to attempt getting her a-fhore to
¢ the Northward, but to carry her down, out cf
¢ the Anchorage Ground, in the deep Water of
¢ Stoke’s Bay,and leave her there. He was certain
“ Government would be well fatisfied with my
¢ Conduét, and would amply reward me."—He
added a deal more to the fame Purport. I then
obferved to him, that I had Anchors and Cables
ready arranged; that the Truelove was loaded
with feveral fixteen-inch Cables for the Purpofe,
and I fhould ecndeavour'to get the Royal George
in on the Holpital Shore. He then faid, «if I
‘¢ wanted any Thing from the Yard I thould have
“ it ;"—-but he never realized his fricndly Pro-

' feflions.

* See the Affidavits, Captain Humphrey’s and Mr. South’s
Leuers, :
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feflions. . This Offer was made. on the Thurfday
precedmg that. Saturday, when the ‘Gale unfortu-
nately happened. The next Intelligence I had of
his good Intentions towards me, and to his Country’s
Interelt, was, his {ending, when in the midft of my
extreme Diftrefs and Danger, a Veflel, and taking
away from me the twenty Riggers and four Boat-
- fwaines, ata Moment’s Warning. I have already
remarked; this was the only Affiftance I had from
his Department.

I could recount many other dxﬁrelﬁng and ag-
gravating Circumftances; but, I prefume, fuffi-
cient Proof has already been given of Mr. Gil-
bert’s having abufed the Power with which he was
entrufted. Had he had private Views tn gratify,
his extraordinary Conduét might be accounted for;
but as it is, no Ingenuity can devife the Motives
by which he was atuated, nor the moft Benevo- -
lent frame an Apology for a Man who has thus be-
trayed the Confidence of his Country, and occa-
fioned the Ruin of an Individual and his Family. -

LETTERS
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LE'TTER'S

STATEMENT or FACTS, &

No. 1.

Copy .of a Letter to Lord Vi{count

KEPFEL,
Sept. 1782,
My Lorbp,

H AVING this Day waited on the Navy
Board, thinking .it the proper Place to ap-
ply, and meeting the Approbation of Commiffioner
Hunt, who advifed me to wait on your Lordfhip,
to give in a Plan of my Invention, in order, fhculd
it meet your Lordfhip’s Approbation, to weigh
-and get up the unfortunate Ship, the Royal
George, in her now State ; and relying on your
Lordfhip’s Goodnefs in giving my Plan an equal
Privilege of being examined into, with others¢hat
I find have been laid before your Lordfhip for
that Purpofe; and though, my Lord, it might

feem
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feem fimple in fome Refpefls, I could venture
my Life, with Safety, on the Event of getting her
up; and as I would not defire a Farthing for my
. Trouble in arranging every Thing necelfary for
getting her up, unlefs it fully fucceeded ; and as
the Expence would be very trifling, except Men,
which would be but little, as Ship’s Men would
be the maft proper People to affift in weighing
her,
I remain,
My Lord,
Your Lordhip’s, &c. &e.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. II. 7
Copy of a Letter from the Navy Boarp.

Navy Board, yth Fan. 1783.
Mr. Tracey, .
. WE defire you will attend us here on Tuef-
¥ ¥ day next, and are,
Your affe@ionate Friends,
CHARLES MIDDLETON,’
J. WILLIAMS,
GEORGE MARSH.

Copy
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No. 1I1.

Copy of a Letter from the Navy BoAxo.

Navy Office, 21/t May, 1783..
"~ Mr. TracEY, c
WE have received your Letter of yelterday’s
Date, and for the Reafons youhave given,
we have orderéd Portfmouth Officers to let you
bave the Diligente and Royal William, inftead of
the Dragon and Warfplte, to raife the Royal
George.
We are,
Your affe&tionate Friends,
CHARLES MIDDLETON,
E. HUNT,
G. MARSH.

No. IV,
Copy of a Letter from the Navy BoARD.
Navy Office, 2d ]uly, 1783.
Mr. TrackeY,

WE have received your Letter of the 2gth
paft, and acquaint you, that we have fent
a Copy ,thereof to the Officers of Portfmouth
Yard, with Direftions to give you fuch Affiftance -
as they can, confiftent with the King’s Service;
but
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but we cannot put a Step to carrying on_the Ser-
vice of the Port to dffift you,
We are,
Your affe@ionate Friends,
CHARLES MIDDLETON,
J. WILLIAMS, |
GEORGE MARSH,

No. V.

Copy.---To the CoMM1ssIONERS of the
Navy.

Portfmouth, 2gth Fune, 1783.
GENTLEMEN,

I A M forry to be under the real Ncceﬂity of
4 troubling the Honourable Board again; but,
having the Honour to acquaint you, that I have,
with great Trouble and Expence, fitted the Royal
William ‘and Diligente, for the Purpofe of attempt-
ing to weigh the Royal George, fafe moored at
Spithead ; and having likewife prepared and got
all the Purchafe Cables and Tackle fixed ready to
lay down rcund the Wreck, and nearly all the
Stores and Rafts, and every Thing neceffary for the
Purpofe at Spithead ; and having about two hun-
dred Men that I cannot keep employed to Advan-
tage, for Want of fome Purchafe Veflels to affift
me in fixing the Tackle round the Wreck, and

heaving
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heaving the Purchafes taught, I therefore moft.
humbly pray, that your Honourable Board will be
pleafed to order me the Ufe of two of the unrigged
mf)oring Lighters, with Capftanes, for a few Days,
as it is entirely impoffible for me to proceed on
the Undertaking without fuch Affiftance ; and as
it is likewife impoffible for me to hire fuch Craft,
there being none of the Kind at Portfinouth, but
thofe belonging to his Majefty, moft humbly truft
the Honourable Board will take it into Confider-
ation, and grant my real neceffitous Requeft. I
have the Honourable Commiffioner and Mafter-
attendants leave to acquaint the Honourable
Board of my Diftrefs. Thofe Veflels, the Mal-
ter-attendant, Mr. Gilbert, fays, are chiefly now
employed in getting the Stcres out of the Ships
going to be paid off; and had not my Lord"
Hood's Fleet artived at this Junéture, the Mafter-
attendant had promifed to let me have two fuch -
Veflels for the above Purpofe; but now he fays,
he cannot, without an Order fronr the Honourable
Navy Board, as they are wanted to bring Stores
on Shore, and to take up the Ship’s Anchors, &c.
&c. I take the farther Liberty to acquaint the
Honourable Board, that T have flung the Sloop
that was funk along-fide the Royal George at the
Time fhe went down, but I fear I fhall not be
able to weigh her up without the Affiftance of two
Lighters ; and, as the Sloop now lays, it is not in
my Power to fix the Purchafe Cables to the Royal

George,
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George, till the Sloop is taken out of the Way,
which I am certain of doing, as foon as I have a
Lighter or two; 1 flatter myfelf of being able to
acquaint the Honourable Board of having every
Thing entirely fixed and ready for Trial in about
a Fortnight, when I farther hope, on the Day of
Trial, that the Honourable Board will be pleafed
to order me the W ffiftance of Men for that Day,
from his Majefty’s Ships and Ordinary, &c. and
as I'have fpared no Expence in making the moft
effential Preparations for the Purpofe, moft hum-
bly hope fill to meet the Honourable Board's
Countenarnce and Pardon for this Liberty,
And am, '
Honourable Gentlemen,
Your moft humble Servant,

WILLIAM TRACEY,

No. VL
Copy of a Letter to Purr1p STePHENS, Efg;

. Portfmouth, gth Fuly, 1783,
SIR, ' ’
PLEASE. to acquaint their Lordthips, that I
have taken every poffible Means in my Power
effeftually to prepare every Thingin Readinefs, to
make the Attempt to weigh the Royal George, which
would have been nearly ready for the Attempt by
this
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this Time, had I been fo fortunatc as to have beerr
fupplied with Lxghters to have laid downi and hove
taught the Purchale Cables round the Wrecks, as
they have been ready to lay dowri thefe twelve Days
paft ; and by which I have not been able'io em*
ploy my People to ‘Advantage, although I 'am
obliged to pay and vi€ual ‘them at a heavy Ex-
pence,-as I hire them by the Month, and pay them
weekly ; and, after making Application to’ the
Navy Board for two Lighters only, the Navy
Board fent Orders to the Officers at Pcrtfmouth,
to give me what Affiftance they’ could, confiftent
with the Service, as I ‘was told; but T could not
obtain But one, which is not fufficient for fo heavy
aWork ; and I cannot, with Safety to the Under-
taking, proceed without one more unrigged moor-
ing Lighter, as thete is ‘no Poffibility of hiring
any fuch Kind of Veflels here ; ; that I pray their
Lordfhips Interpofition in my Favour, as I have
been at a very enormous Expence in rigging and
fitting out the Royal William and Diligenie, and
making the other neceffary Preparations, &c. and
I am ftill in Hopes, with the Affiftance-of a Ligh-
ter or two more, to have all Things ready by the
next‘Spring Tides, Weather permitting, to make
the Operation ; that I farther beg their Lordfhips
Indulgence, of granting my Brother, Mr. Thomas
White, one of the Lieutenants.on board the Lon-
don, fhould it be confiftent with the Service, Leave .
to be at Portfmouth at the Time to affift me, he
havmg
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having offered his Services ; and is a Perfon of
Abilities, and in whom I can place a Confidence,
it will be of eflential Service to me. I am, Sir, beg-
ging your’s and their Lordfhips Indulgence and
Condefcenfion, in granting my real Neceffities, .

Your moft obedient, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. VII.

Copy of a Letter from Pmirip STE-
| PHENS, Efq,

Admiralty Oﬁice, 8tk ]uly, 1783.

Mr. Wirriam TracEY, -
HAVING read to my Lords Commiffioners
of the ‘Admiralty your Letter of the sth
Inftant, fetting forth your Want of the Affiftance
of another Lighter, in your Attempt to raife the
Royal George: I am to acquaint you, that their
Lordthips have fent your faid Letter to the Navy
Board, that they may give fuch further DireQions

as to them fhall appear neceffary.
I am,
SIR,
Your humble Serva.nt,
' PH. STEPHENS.

G ‘ Copy
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No. VIIL
Copy of a Letterto PaiLir STEPHENS, Efgs

Portfmouth, 24th Aug. 1783.
SIR, ' .
IThought it a Duty incumbent on me to ac-
quaint you, for their Lordfhips Information,
that I had moft effeGually fecured all the Cables
round the Royal George, in their proper Places,
and that the Ships, and every Preparation, aie
ready for the Attempt to weigh her; and that,
Weather permitting, I hope to make Trial the
latter End of next Week. And, at the fame Time,
to folicit their Lordfhips Indulgence of giving
Admiral Montagu Leave to let me have the
Affiftance of Seamen from the Ships at Spithead
for that Purpofe, being well informed, that the
Admlral and Captains wifh to affift me.,
I am, &c.

WILLIAM TRACEY.

Copy
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No. IX.

Copy of a Letter to the CONMISSIONERS
of the Navy.

Portfmouth, z4th Aug. 1783.

Honourable Gentleme n,
TAKE the -earlieft Opportunity to acquaint '’
your Honourable Board, that all the Cables
are effeftually fecured in their proper Places
round the Bottom of the Royal George ; and that
the Ships and all other Preparations are ready to
raife her, Weather permitting, this Week ; and
as I have been at an immenfe Trouble and Ex-
pence, beyond what I ever could have expetted,
“moft humbly truft to meet your Honours Appro-
bation and Afliftance with Men for the Trial.
Admiral Montagu’s Officers came off to me, and
acquainted me, the Admiral wifhed to give me
. fome Affiftance from the Ships at Spithead, pro-
vided he had an Order for the fame ; and that I
thould acquaint your Honourable and the Admi-
ralty Boards, which I hope will meet your Ho-
nours Approbation, as the Ships at Spuhead are
{o handy to work.
And am,
Hgnourable Gentlemen,
Your, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

Ga Cop}
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No. X.

Copy of a Letter from PHiLir StE-
PHENS, Efq; '

Admiralty Office, 25th Aug 1783.
Mr. TracEy,
I HAVE communicated to my Lords Commif-
fioners of the Admiralty your Letter of yefter-
day’s Date, requefting, as every Preparation is
ready to make the Attempt to weigh the Royat
George, that you may have the Affiftance of fome
Seamen from the Ships at Spithead. 1 am com-
manded by their Lotdfhips to acquaint you, that
they have fent your faid Letter to Admiral Mon.
tagu, and have given him Permiffion to comply
with your Requeft, if he has no Objettion there-
to.
I am, &c. .
PH. STEPHENS.

No..XI.

~ Copy of a Letter from the NaAvy Boarp.
‘ Navy Office, 25th Aug. 1783.
‘  Mr. Tracey,
IN Anfwer to your Letter of yefterday, we
acquaint you, we have fubmitted to the Lords

of the Admiralty, whether Admiral Montagu may
not
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not be dircfled to aflift you with what Men can
be fpared from the Ships at Spithead and Portf
mouth. ‘
And are,
Your affeCtionate Friends,
CHARLES MIDDLETON,
J. WILLIAMS, :
- GEORGE MARSH.

No. XII.

Copy.---Memorandum from Mr. GiLBERT,
Mafter-attendant.

' THE Mafter-attendant acquaints Mr. Tracey,
that he has Direétions from the Commif-
fioners to lend him twenty Riggers and four Boat-
fwaines, onthe Day he fhall make an Attempt to
weigh the Royal George ; therefore, requefts he
will fend f8r them on that Day, as they will be
kept in Readinef(s for that Purpofe,

_J. GILBERT.
6th Oét. 1783.

G3 , Copy
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No. XIII.

L)

-

Copy of a Letter to COMMISSIONER
MARTIN.

Royal William, Spithead, 12th O&t. 1783.

S IR,
H E Mafter-attendant having fent a Veflel,
and taken away the Riggers and Boatfwaines,
and as to-morrow we mean, if Weather permits, to
heave all down at low Water, and to ftart the Salt
Water, in Order to heave the Royal George over
the Bank of her Dock, and as at that Time it will
be almoft impoffible to do without them, hope you
will be pleafed to let them, or if more agreeable,
to let one ef the mooring Gangs come off this
" Evening, to be in Readinefs at five o’Clock to-
morrow Morning, as the Seamen are ordered by
the Admiral to attend at that Time,

I am forry to inform you, that the Lighters
which had two Cables to each of them to weigh |
on the Royal George, one a-head, the other a-ftern,
by the great Sea, occafioned by the Wind blowing
hard from the S. E. the oldeft, which was in a very
rotten Condition, and after yfing every Means in
our Power, funk to the Southward of us ; the other
we had the good Luck to get on Shore near the -
Kicker Point, having ftarted a Butt under a Ri-
gder, which: we cut away, but could not ﬁdp the

Leak,
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Leak, the ftruck againft the Top of the Boltfprit,
endeavouring to get her clear of the Ship. ~ Hope
you will excufe my not waiting on you, as I can-
not leave the Ship in my prefent Situation.
And am,
With due Refpeét, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. XIV.
Copyof a Letter to PriLir SteprENS, Efg;

o odt. 14, 1783.
S IR, '
PLEASE to acquaint my Lord: Commiffioners

of the Admiralty, that I had compleated the

Preparaticns for the weighing the Royal George,
and had properly moored the Ships along-fide for

that Purpofe, got all the Purchafe Cables into their

proper Places, and hove on them fc as to bear
** alike; when, on Sunday the gth Inftant, it blewed
freth from the S. W. The Royal George was,
at High Water, obferved to be in Motion, and
appeared to be a-float in the Dock fhe lay in.—
When the Weather, became more moderate, I
began to heave and ftrain the Cables to get the
Stretch out of them. The Tides falhng out late,
I could only take the Advantage of the Night's
high Water, which I thought dangcrous but at

G4 , - the
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the different Heavings, hove her a-flern about fix
Fathoms, {e as to bring the under. Part of the Cap
of the Boluprit entirely out of Water. At low
Water alfo, the two Travellers which were on the
Jib-boom, and which had, never fince fhe funk,
been perceived {o high out of the Water. As the
higheft Tide was expefted on Sunday laft, I
thought to have made the great Attempt, and ftart
all the Water that was in Cafk, and ufe every
Means to heave her over the Bank, clear out of
her Dock, which I made no Doubt of effetting ;
but, unfortunately, cn Saturday Afternoon, it
dame on to blow hard from the S. E. which hove
in a great Sea, flill increafing in the Night, and
then continued blowing hard all Sunday. The
Royal William was in Danger of carrying away
the Maft of the Royal George, and getting on the
~ Wreck ; but, by every Exertion in my Power,
thank God, all remained fafe, except the break-
ing of fix dependent Cables forward, three in the
Royal William, the fame Number in the Diligente,
alfo 4 fourteen-inch Cables, that the two mcoring
Lighters were moored to. 1 had alfo the Misfor-
tune to lale one of them, which was very old, and
in a rotten State ; the other, with Difficulty, I got
¢ got fafe a-fhore in Stoke’s Bay, in the Night,
.~ and have fince got her fafe into the Harbour, with
B¢ Stores that were in her.  As it was impoffible
to fubftitute the Cables broke, to be in readinefs
for thele Spring Tides, I thought it moft prudent
' to
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to ufe every Effort to weigh the Ship with the re.
maining Cables, and had appointed tc heave both
Ships taught down, at low Water, on Monday
Morning at five 0’Clock, and ftart the Water, &e.
at four o’Clock. I made the Signal for that Pur-
pofe, with three Lights at the Enfign Staff, and for
the Aflitance of a Number of Seamcn ; but, un- -
~ fortunately, fome of them did not come on Board
till fix 0’Clock, and fome not till nine or ten, and-
then the total Number of Seamen at laft, that were
on Board from the different Ships, were only 137,
to man the two Capftanes in each Ship, 2c Rig-
gers, and 12 Caulkers from the Dock-yard, exclu-
five of my own People ; and with that little Afh{
tance hove all down in the beft Manner in my
Power, and ftarted the Water to the Quantity of
feven or eight hundred Tons. Sometime before
high Water, perccived the Royal «George to be
a-float forward, and fhe remained fo for a confi-
derable Time, till two other Cables broke on board
the Diligente, one on the Larboard Bow, the other
~ in the Starboard Gun-room Port, which made the
Royal George fettle down again in her Dock, and
put it paft Hope of again moving her till three
Pairs of Sweeps are laid down, to jubftitute thofe
that are broke, which could be effe@ed in the °
Courfe of ten or twelve Days, Wcather permit-
ing, and with proper Affiftance, as the Ships and
Stages, with Cafks and other Apparatus, are on
the Spot, which I could chearfully undertake to

' - " effefl.
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effe®. Except the hindrance of Weather, I have
not, nor is there a Doubt of weighing the Ship. I
am under the diftrefled Situation of acquainting
their Lordfhips, that it is not in my Power to be
at that very heavy Expence, having already. ad-
vanced above goool. and thereby greatly diftrefled
myfelf and Fricnds, who have fupported me thro®
this lcng and heavy Undertaking. And let me af-
fure their Lordfhips, but for a few Enemies, the
Jailing the Ship would have been effefted two
Months ago ; and as I have moft ftri€tly perform-
ed fo far what I undertook; even to put it out of
the Power of my Enemies to deny, by bringing
my Cables and other Apparatus to bear in their
proper Places, for every Thing having holden
faft and fecure below, nothing in the leaft:having
given Way, for every Thing broke far above the
Royal George's Bottom, therefore I intreat their
Lordfhips will be pleafed to confider the Accident
as an A&t of Providence, and owing to the Storm
coming on f{o critical at the Moment all was ready
for the Pufh, and not to any Imprudence or Neg-
le&t of mine. I truft their Lordfhips will take my
bhard Cafe into their Confideration, and order me
Cables tc replace thofe thdt are broke, Craft, and
Seamen to work and remain on Board the two
Ships, under the Digétion of twe I.ieutenants,
with vi&-uiﬂling for the fame, and what other Arti-
cles may be found neceffary to affift ; and then F
fhall not have the leaft Doubt of raifing the Ship

r the
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next Spring Tides, notwithftanding the advanced
Seafon, Weather permitting, and thereby of con-
vincing Mankind. that this Country’s Power im
Maritime Affairs exceeds the whole World.
I again beg to repeat, that there is not a Doubt of
my Succefs, if their Lordfhips will be fo kind as
to give me a helping Hand. I refer their Lord-
fhips to’ the Admiral-and .Commiffioner for my
Conduft and Attention, &c. during the arduous
Undertaking, and to whom I acknowledge the
greateft Obligations for the Kindnefs and Services
they have at all Times done me.
And am, '
Your moft obedient Servant &c.
‘ : - WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. XV,
Copy of a Letter to Puiri1p STEPHENS, Efq;

16th Oct. 1782.
S IR, . ‘
LEASE to acquaint their Lordfhips, in Addi-
tion of my laft of the 14th Inftant, if they will
indulge me with 400 Men, -and vi€tual the fame,
and appoint two commiflioned Officers, -one in
each Ship, to hoift a Pendant, that the Men may
be under proper Difcipline; and, upon the grand
‘ Day
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‘Day of Trial, order as many Men as may be
found neceflary to affift,—(if I am fuccefstul,
will have no Objelion to fettle with Government
for the Wages and Viftuals), I will undertake,
and am certain to raife the Royal George; this
there cannot be ‘a Doubt of, as fhe was attually
raifed from the Ground, and is now upright ~
I am, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. XVI.
‘Copy of a Letter to the Navy Boarbp.

Portfmouth, 22d O. 1783.

GENTLEMEN,
Y great Diftref; and Difappointments, after
attually raifing the Royal George from the
Ground, and moving her a-head above 30 Feet,
by the Storms coming on fo critically a few Hours
befcre I intended making the grand Effort, will,
I hope, plead my Excufe for not writing your
Honourable Board fooner, efpecially as 1 was af-
fured you would immediately be made acquainted
with the Contents of what I wrote to the Ad-
miralty. I will, God willing, raife her, and bring
her a Shore in the Spring, of which there cannot
be a Doubt; and, I truft, the Admnraltv Board
will
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will affift me with the Men I require; and when
the Time comes for the Pufh, order me Boats, and
a Number of Men, from the Ships ip the Harbour,
and thereby enable me to fhow, this Kingdom can
do mere in Maritime Affairs than all the World.
I am, &,
WILLIAM TRACEY..
P.S. Admiral Pigot has been down to view
the Royal George, .and has ordered me to
attend, which I fhall immediately do when
the Diligente comes into Harbour and I have
properly fecured his Majefty’s Stores.

.

No. XVII.

Copy of a Letter from PriLip Srtk-
PHENS, Elqg;

Admiralty Office, 24th Oét. 1783.

S IR, . : .
Y Lords Commiffioners of the Admiraltv
having fent to the Navy Board your two
Letters of the 141hand 17th Inftant, refpeéting the
Royal George, with Dire&lions to take the fame .
into their Confideration, and to Difcourfe with you
upon the Subjet Matter thereof; I am com.-
manded by their Lordfhips to acquaint you there-
with, and to defire you will attend the Navy Board -
for that Purpofe,

-

I am, &c. .
PH. STEPHENS.
Copy

g5
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No. XVIIIL.

Copy of a Létter from Admiral MoNTAG U,

. Queen, 8 Ocl. 1%83.
Mr. TrACEY, -
Y Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty
having defired me to acquaint them of the
Progrefs you have made in weighing the Royal
George fince her floating, I am to defire’ you will
acquaint me in Writing thereof, and inform me
every Morning of the Progrefs you made the pre-
'cedmg Day.
I am,
SIR, &c.
J. MONTAGU.

No. XIX. *
Copy of a Letter from Admiral MoNTAGU.

Queen, 11th O&t. 1783.

Mr. TrACEY, !
IAM am to defire you will fend me, by the
Bearer, for the Information of the King, the
Progrcfs you have made in the laft twenty-four
Hours, in weighing the Royal George, without the
Jeaft Exaggeration, as I am informed by feveral
Captains who have attended to this Service, that
you
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you have reprefented your having wmade much
greater Progrefs in this Bufinefs than is really
true. ‘ ‘

In future, I defire you to fend a Progrefs every
Day by Noon. |

And am, &c.
J- MONTAGU.

. I would advife your making good Ufe of your.
Time, as moft of the Ships will fail next Week.

No. XX.
Copy of a Letter to' Admiral MoNTAGU.

'Royal William, Spithead, 11th O&. 1783.

S IR,
IN anfwer-to ycur’s of this Date, I take the Li-

berty to acquaint ycu, that my Progrefs in
weighing the¢ Royal George, for the laft twenty-
four Hours, was in fubftituting a Cable to bear on
the Starboard Bow of the Royal George, in the
room of the Royal George’s beft Bower Cable,
which, by laying fo long under Water, and being

~ expoled to the Sun, &c. this Summer, proved

rotten, which Ieffeted ; and in heaving the Pur-
chafes at low Water on all the Cables in the Royal
William and Diligente; and in fixing the long
Stage dnd lafhing Cafks on’it, te bear over the
Wreck. Attended the high Water yefterday

Ncon,
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Noon, laft Night, and this Noon, and have hove
the Royal George by two 74 Bower Anchors a-
head in the Hole, about thirty-fix Feet, and her
Head more to the Southward ; and fhe appears, at
low Water, by the Boliprit End, to be higher out
of Water than fhe has ever been fince the funk.—I
am now flitting all the Purchafes ready to heave
the Ships down to-morrow Morning, at low Water,
Weather permitting ; and fhifting a Cable to bear
where the Cable broke laft Night, that was cut by
fome Iron about her Stern; and am in great
Hopes to clear her entirely out of her Dock to-
morrow’s Tide, Muft hope the Admiral will re-
ferve cenfuring my Condu, as it can an{fwer no
good Ends my exaggerating any Thing; and as
I cannot do any Thing of this arduous Tafk in
Private, I cannot help what People will fay of me.
I will acquaint the Admiral of my further Proceed-

ings, as much as my prefent Situation will admit.

And am,
With due Refpeét, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

"Pleafe to obferve, I had not wrote or fent in any Manner, -
cither to the Admiralty or Navy, or did 1 write on that Sub-
je@t, further than the Letters berein tontained, and the Fafls
were fo publicly known of the Ship’s being moved, that others

had wrote to the Boards, and not me.

Copy

P
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_ No. XXI.
Copy of a Letter to PuiLre STEPHENS; Elq;

" Portfmouth, 1gth March, 1784.
SIR, ‘

Y TPON the 16th O&ober and 26th November
laft, I had the Honour of tranfmitting you a
Letter, with 14 Affidavits, of the Royal George
being atually moved from the Ground, and mo-
ved a-head thirty Feet, (Copies herein) and which
I flattered myfelf would not have left a Doubt
with their Lordfhips and the Honourable Navy
Board of the Fatt. But I am more than unhappy
to find, that Orders have been fent down from the
Honourable Navy Board to the Officers at Portf{-
mouth, to demand from me an immediate Return
of the Stores delivered for the Trial of raifing the
above Ship, as by Gopy of theirLetters inclofed,
and my Anfwers, from which it appears, that after
finking the whole, as I may fay, of my private
Fortune in the public Service, and attually mo-
ving the Royal George from her Bed, and fhould
have carried her where fhe would have been fafe
and well, bad it not been for the Will of the Al-
mighty in bringing on a violent Storm, at the In.
ftant, I may fay, of the grand Trial taking Place.
I was alfo given to hope I fhould have had as
many Men as I wanted at that Time, whereas, in-
ftead of 600 Men, or more, I received. from the
H Dock-
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Dock-yard 36,and from the Men of War but 13yin
all; and that, Hours after the Time for the grand
Pufh. Added to this,when I applied early laft Sum-
mer to the proper Officers for two Lighters to afhift
in letting down the Cables to {weep and cradle the
Royal George, I was attually’amufed and refuled
the fame, and loft from one Month to fix Weeks
of the beft of the Seafon, for want therecf, altho’
they were not in Service, and having expoftulated,
all in my Power, that without them I could nct
poflibly prcceed. Thefe are real Fals, which I
cannot avoid laying before their Lordfhips, to
fhew them the Difficulties I encountered with, and
“yet I fhould have fucceeded without any the leaft’
Doubt with the Aid only of my own People, had
not Providence fo critically fruftrated my At-
tempt, : '
I beg Liberty to hand you, with this ten Leta
ters, from different Officers' of King’s Ships who
were attending with me at the T'rial, and thereto I
refer their Lordfhips and the Honourable Navy
Board as to- the Fatls of the Royal George being
raifed ; but fhould any further Prcofs be ftill ne-
ceflary, I refer their Lordfhips to Captain Paine
who was prefent when the Royal George was
raifed in her Bed, and who will, I am fenfible,
do me common Juftice in proving the fame. I
mutft alfo beg to refer their Lordfhips to Captain
Gaytcn and Captain Hill, of the Britannia, for
their Opinion of me and my Proceedings, who,
- Iam
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I am certain, wifh to be called upon by their
Lordfhips, and when done, I entteat the Boards
will take my hard Cafe into Confideration, and
aflit me with from four to five hundred Men, from
fix Weeks to two Months, to remain on Board,
Night and Day, his Majefty’s Ships Royal William
and Diligente along-fide the Royal George, with
proper Officers to command them from the End
of next Month, and about fixteen fecond-hand
Cables, and a {mall Matter of fecond-hand Cord.
age, with Lighters, and fome other fmall Articles,
the other being now Necefluries ‘on board the
Royal William and Diligente in the Harbour, and
ready to be brought along-fide the Royal George
without any Expence, but juft bringing the Veflcls
1o Spithead, and for all which I will be anfwer-
able to allow whatever Damages may be fuftained,
out of my Part of the Royal George, and her
- Stores, when raifed, which I hereby undertake to
compleat, on Forfeiture of my Head ; and fhould
their Lordfhips direét the Mens' Labour required
to be deduted allo from me, I am fatisfied to
have it done. I need not point out to their Lord-
thips the Neceflity and great Advantage that will
arife to the Public by the Removal of the Royal
Gerorge, or the Credit and Relief it muft bring
md after the Lofs of fo many thoufands of my
Property. I again entreat their Lordfhips will
take my hard Cafe into Confideration ; and fhould
they think proper not to employ me, and give me
Hs an
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an Opportunity of raifing the Ship this Summer,
which I aflure their Lordfhips, with the Experi-
ence I am now Malfter of, there cannot be a Doubt
of, I pray their Lerdfhips will dire& my Engage-
ments and Securities to be returned me by the Ho-
nourable Navy Board, and not fuffer me, an Indi-
vidual, to be totally erufthed for my Endeavours to
ferve the Public, by removing the greateft Ob-
ftruftion and Nuifance to the Anchorage at Spit-
head. 1begto remark, I was obliged to proteft
againft the Manner of atting by me when
" the Dock-yard Men were fent out to bring the
Royal William and Diligente into Harbour. I’
entreated a little Time might be given my own
People to fecure properly the Cables that were
round the Royal George to her Mafts, fo as to
preferve them, provided even that they were
not to be ufed further in the Trial; but, contrary
to all Perfuafions and Rules of Propriety, the Ca-
bles were wantonly and wickedly caft off from the
Royal William and Diligente, and left in fucha .
State, that the Art of Man cannot recover them
without raifing the Ship, I muft entreat the Fa-
vour of you to lay my Letters and Proofs befcre
their Lordfhips, and favourme with their Lord. -
fhips Anfwer, as the Seafon is advancing faft,
which will much oblige,

SIR,

- Your’s, &ec.
" WILLIAM TRACEY.

) Copy
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No. XXII.

Copy of a Letter from PuiLip StE-
PHENS, E[q;

Admiralty Office, 5th May, 1784.
Mr. TraAcEy,
N return to your Letter of the 1ft Inftant, rela-
4 tive to the Royal George, I am commanded
by my Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty to
acquaint ycu, that if you have any Propofitions, to
make them to the Navy Board, to whom your
former Propofitions on that Subjet were re-
ferred. .
: Iam,
SIR, &c.
PH. STEPHENS.

No. XXIII.
Copy of a Letter to PuiLip STerHENS; Efg;

Portfmouth, 22d March, 1784.

S IR,
I HAD the Honour of writing you the 1gth, with
fun dry Affidavits and Letters from Officers
of the Navy, to prove the Royal George being
raifed and moved laft O&ober, and to acquaint
you, that this Day, Mr. Gilbert, the Mafter-atten-
Hgj dant
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dant here, informed me he had Orders from the
Navy Board to unload all the Cafks and Stores
now in the Royal William and Dxllgeme and that
I muft attend. Shall T entreat that you will lay
my cruel Cafe before the Admiralty Board, and
to beg their Lordfhips will pleafle to give Orders
to ftop this Order to the Mafter-attendant, until
~ their Lordfhips determine whether they will or not
fuffer me to raife the Royal George ; fcr, by let-
ting the Stores remain in the above Ships, no Ex-
pence of any Moment can arife, provided the
Board choofes to have the Ship raifed ; whereas,
if the Stores are put on Shore now, a heavy Ex-
pence and lofs of Time muft arife by unfhipping
- the fame. I beg your Intereft and Friendfhip
with the Lords of the Admiralty, &c.
- And am, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

™

No. XXIV,

Copy ofaLetterto PHIL;? StEPHENS, Efy;
London, 26th Nov. 1783,

S TR,
AGREEABLE to your Letter with the Lords
of the Admiralty’s Order for me -to attend
upon the Navy Board, I came from Portfmouth
and

I
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and waited upon thefe Gentlemen the 7th of No-
vember, and laid before them fuch undcubted

Proofs as I thought would not admit.of the leaft
Doubt of my having raifed the Royal George,
and carried her upwards of thirty Feet a-head.—
But not having heard fince from the Navy Board,
I am to entreat you will acquaint the Lords of the
Admiralty that I have put fix honeft capable Men
on Board the Royal William and Diligente tc take
Care of their Stores till Spring, when I hope and
believe their Lordfhips will affit me with a few
fecond-hand Cables, and a fmall Matter of Cord-
age, with 4oo Seamen, under the Command cf
proper Officers, to work and lie on Board the a-
bove Ships for about fix Weeks to two ‘Months, as
* I mentioned in my laft Letter to their Lordfhips,

and by the End of June, or Beginning of July

next, I will have the Royal George up without

any, Manner of Doubt, under the Penalty of lofing

my Head ; and Tam bold to fay, had I been af-
*filted, as I was given to underftand I fhould, up-
on the laft Trial in O&ober, the woild now have
been fafe in the Harbour of Portfmoutb.

When the Fleet returns, I will procure further
clear and convincing Proof from feveral of the
Officers, if needful, of .the above Fa&s. I fhall
return to Portfmouth, and: wait their Lordthips
Commands for proceeding, whenever their Lord-

o thips
Hy
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fhips may think the Seafon will admit of the
Work.
Bejng, with great Refpe@,
SIR,
Your, &c.
WILLIAM TRACEY.

No. XXV,

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Jonw Jackson,
received Ocfober 3, 1 783.

Mr. TrAcry,
I "V E difcovered a Principle for raifing the
Royal George, if your Plan for raifing her
fhould unhappily mifcarry, though I trugt you
will fucceed.  You may command my Princjple,
"tisat your Service. I moft willingly offer it gra-
tis, if yowll pleafe to accept of 'it. I've drawn
this Conclufion, viz, What Degree of Power is
required, as near as can be afcertained, and whe-
ther the given Power is in the Principle.—Now,
in my Pririciple, any Degree of Power can be
produced, which, I am fully perfuaded, is more
than fufficient to raife her.  If you'll honour me
with a Line; it will be efteemed a particular Fa-
your, by
‘ ) Your humble Servant,
JOHN JACKON.
' The
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The Reafon of this Addrefs is wholly owing to
the earneft Importunity of feveral refpeGable
Gentlemen, whom I could notin Honour oppofe.
Pleafe to dire&t your Addrefs, if you choofe to
write, to be left at the Bar of the Woolpack, St.
Peter’s Alley, Cornhill, London,

- I cannot
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CANNOT ~conclude this Narrative with-
out making a few Obfervations on the pre-
ceding Affidavits and Letters, which indeed re-
quire but little Commentary. They contain fuch
a Series of Proofs as muft convince evety candid
Mind. No Evidence can be ftronger. "For can
it be fuppofed that 13 Perfons, unconneéted and
uninterefted, would all concur in the fame Affer-
tions, were not the Faéls to which they depofe ob-
vicus and-incqntrovertible ? But on the Oaths of
impartial Men I reft not the whole of this Affair.
The Geutlemen who have given me Letters in my
Favour are of eminent Abilities, and their Tefti-
monies eftablifh the Propriety and Pra&icability '
of my Plan, above the Reach of Rancour and the
Shafis of Malice. ‘
None will venture to difpute the Candour or
Capacity of the Honourable Captain James Lut-
trell, who obferves in his Letter,* that ¢ if the

Attempt had been made earlier in the Year, I
' would

* See Letter B,

N
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* would have fucceeded.” Why that Attempt was
not made I have already explained; and to
the Reafons I have mentioned in my Narrative, [
beg to add, that thortly afier the fatal Cataftrophe

_ of the Royal George, the two Malter-attendants
gave it as their Opinion, in Writing, to the Navy
‘Board, that the raifing of that unfortunate Ship
was both impraQicable and impoffible. It is by
no Means a ftraiped Conjetture to fuppole that
one of thefle Gentlemen, now at Portimouth, threw
every Obftruttion in my Way to eftablith his -

~ fuperior Judgment with the Honourable Navy
Board. But how he can reconcile his Conduét
with that Duty he owes to Govermnent is a Pro-
blem which I leave to others to determine. Of
my being withheld Craft 1 made my Complaint to
Captain Luttrell, in Prefence of his Royal Iigh-

- nefs the Duke of Cumberland, at the Time his
Royal Highnefs and the Captain condeflcended to
bring me a-fhore with them, from the Royal Wil-.
liam, in the Captain’s Barge. Of his generous
Affiftance I fhall ever retain the moft grateful
Senfe. Had four Ships more followed his Ex-
ample, 1 flatter myfelf, in fpite of the Obftru&ions
I received, I fhould in the End have fucceeded.
To Lieutenant Riou, and the Officers and Crew
of the Ganges, I owed great Obligations, for they
were of great Affiftance. Sir Hyde Parker has
my beft Thanks; to him and his Officers I was

greatly
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greatly indebted. I am happy to think T met

with the Approbation of thefe Gentlemen.*
Thomas South, Efq; and Captain Humphreys,
are Gentlemen of Rank and Charafter, and total-
ly unconne&ted with me. Their Letters do me
particular Honour. Mr. South fays, « that fhe was
‘ attually a-float on the Saturday : I could make
« Affidavit; for I faw the three aggregate Bodies
“ move together, with one uniform, fleady Motion."t
He adds, that “ I failed in the End, by not having
¢« procured a more than fufficient Power of
“ Falls, &c.” I hope that Gentleman will par-
don my remarking, that on the Saturday he refers
to, the Weather was fo bad he could not get well
on Board, therefore he had not the Satisfation to
fee to what Perfection I had placed either of a 3
or a 4 fold Purchafe Fall to each Cable in both
Ships, at the laft. Thefe Mr. South had not an
Opportunity of feeing.— Captain Humphreys
is very pofitive in his Letter} ¢ that the Royal
*“ George did not alter her Pofition, but her
“ Fore-top kept in the fame Place, by a Port in
« the Royal William, while the Ships moved to
¢ the Wefltward.”—In fhort, the Teftimonies of
every Gentleman are one uniform Line of corro-
! ~ borating

* Sce Letters from Meflrs. Edge, Short, Wheatley, and Froﬁ
+ See Letter D,
} Sec Létter C,
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bofating Fafts, of particular Affertions,” that
firengthen one another. - No doubtful Ambiguity,
not the leaft Shadow of Contradiftion. I might
eafily produce a numerous Colle&ion of fimilar
Vouchers, if neceffary ; but thofe I have now of-
fered will, I doubt not, convince the moft fcru.
pulous Mind.

To thofe Gentlemen who have thus favoured
me with fuch Teftimonies, and honoured me with
fuch Approbation, I fhall beg to tender my fin-
cereft Thanks. To Captain Paine, of the Navy,
I know not how to exprefs my Gratitude. That
Gentleman was prefent, and faw the Royal George
altually a-float: He generoufly offered to atteft
the fame when and where he fhould be called.—
To Captains Kingfmill, Gayton, Wainwright, and
Hawker, I offer my Tribute of Thanks. They
acknowledged the Pratticability of my Plan,
and the Propriety I ufed to carry it into Exe-
cution. )

On the Whole, after producing fuch pofitive
Teftimonies, after adducing fuch undeniable
Proofs of the Succefs, of the Eligibility of my
Plan, after narrating, with Candour, and with
Truth, the Obftru&ions and Delays which occa-
fioned my Failure, I hope every fympathizing
Mind will feel for my Difappointments, and the
<andid and humane will join, I flatter myfelf,

without
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without Vanity, with my honoured Corrclpon-
dent, Mr. South, in the\Languagc of the Poet :
*Tis not in Mortals to command Succefs;
But I've done more—I've deferv'd it.

To conclude: This Narrative was not ' originally
wrote for Publication, nor is it now ufhered into
Light through lucrative Motives, or pecuniary
Views. Inmy Petition, therefore, to my Lord
Howe, when at Portfmouth laft Year, as well as
in that to the Lords of the Admiralty, I omitted
inferting many Letters, Vouchers, and Documents
relative to this important Undertaking, and briefly,
in the moft fubmiffive Terms, confined myfelf to
ftate the Caufes which impeded my Progrefs, and
prevented finally my Succefs. In Confequence
of fuch Application, I attended at the Admiralty
many Days, flattering myfelf with the fond Hopes
of receiving fome Redrefs, or at leaft an Anfwer
to my Requeft. But I was unfortunate enough
to obtain neither. Nourifhed for a long Time
with the delufive Fancy of procuring Relief, and
seeting with Diftrefs and Difappointment, I have
at laft ventured to fubmit my Tranfaétions, in a
national Concern, to the Infpe&tion of a canaid Pub.
lic. By fuch a Condu€& I.mean to convince the
- great and powerful, whom Prejudice may have
deceived, or Partiality mifled, that my Plan was
not more fufficient than its Execution (if Obftruc-
tions had not prevented) would have been effec-
tual. |

I am
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I am Rill perfuaded the Right Honourable the
Lords of the Admiralty, and the Honcurable
Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Navy, will, on
fairly inveftigating my Cale, condelcend to do
me that Juftice it merits; and I hope. their Deter-
minations will prove rather favourable to an un-
fortunate Individual than to a national Saving,
which cannot in the fmalleft Degree affe&t the
Public, but greatly affit me, who, in the Profe-
cution of an arduous Undertaking, endangered my
Life, ruined my Family, and facrificed my For-
tune; who, entirely owing to the Circumftances
I have pointed out, and to no Error of my own,
was prevented from accomplifhing fo laudable an
End. . ,

In the fullelt Confidence therefore I rely upon
a genercus' Public, and flatter myfelf, the great
and powerful will not view with callous Indif-

- ference the Hardfhips of a diftrefled Individual ;
nor that any feeling or benevolent Perfon will

refrain from pitying my Misfortunes, and affording

Candour to my Cafe. The Approbation of my
Fellow Subjeéts will be no fmall Confolation for
the Difappointments I have had, and the Hopes of
fuch a Recompence principally occafioned this
. Publication. To the Generofity, therefore, ot the
Great, the Stri€tures of the Candid, and the Beno-
volence of the Humane, the preceding Pages are
refpettfully prefented.

FI NTIS
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