Zip! Zam! Wham! Bang! It's Lee Tracy!

What happenswhen
a railroad man
goes Hollywood

By FRANK J. McNELIS

BRISK young man, still in
hisg uniform of the World
War, though he had been

out of the serviee two

months, threw open the door of =
littla bungalow in  Shavertown,
Ponnsylvania, o villuge near Wilkes-
Barve.

“Mother," he announced, "l ve
decided what I'm going to do.”

“Certainly,” =aid the mother,
(Folks in Shavertown know her as
Mrs. W, L. ) “You're going
back to college.

“Nope,” said son Lee, with a
rather weak grin, “I'm going to be
an actor!"”

It all happened ag simply as that,

But Lee Tracy, the jaunty.
rather cocksure young man, little
realized the struggles and prohlems
he was bringing uopon himself.
And had he been told that within
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When he gof tired an-
swering "'Nol" to the
mevifoble qucsﬁon
"Any experience?”
Loe dug up a lot of
réles out of o book
of clippings, and this
time his onswer was
“Plenty. So he got
the job.

A photograph of Lee
Trocy faken when he
was in high school.

PFhots by 11 Rtazr

ten years he was to be one of the most sought-after

stars of motion pictures, he probably would have

turned to you with his infectious grin and said, “Quit

your kidding! This is a serious business with me!”
And it was!

UT Jet’s look first into the environment and ante-
cedents of this young man without a drop of stage
blood in his veins, who was to make veteran Hally-
woold producers =it up and take notice, and who was
to wive fan avdienceg more big, new thrills than any
male star of recent years.

Lee's early life was a constant saceession of chang-
ing background and location, Mis father, the late
W. L. Tracy, was a railvoad official, whose exploits in
organizing and developing railroad centers will be
remembered by many of the brotherhood, moved from
town to town, in pursuit of his calling,
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Lee attended school in Louisy
Kaneas; St. Louis, A
Academy at A
went to Union College at &
When the war broke out, L
Virginia, where, because of
ing, he was commissioned & second lieutenant. He
emerged from  the without & ateh, luckily
enough, and still retains hi= comm n as second
Heutenunt, Heé is & member (in good standing, let me
add) of the Army and Navy Club of Philadelphia
The war left Lee with nothing to do. He didn't
want to continue hig military career. He didn’t want
to continue his college plans to become a surgeon. In
fact, like many of the disbanded soldiers, he didn't
know, exactly, just what he wanted to do. But he had
what he was afraid some people might think a crazy
idea, So he went home to talk things over with his
parents.
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy had mmul (u Shavertown,
where Mr. Tracy was in charge of the Sayre, Pennsyl-
vania, shops of the Lehigh \‘.]' y Railroad and Mrs.
Tracy was near friends of her child
Just why at this point he st
ambition to become an actor
ecannot tell you. Perhaps, it was
which he had always szecr
blossoming as an expression of re
he wasn't interested in.
He knew he didn't w
as his family had alw
jut to do them just
and did. They were

il the W
From there he
', New York:

p ent to Cump Lee,
hig early military train-

1.

gell himself the
frank to say he
# boyhood ambition,
‘herished, suddenly
n against u life

medicine, much
the idea,
were willing to help
turn to page 88)
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usery know thie sevrer. They alio know that gowne
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The reason bewng thae Maybelline gives an entarely
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for the boy, right or wrong, and they

showed it,

A SHORT time later Lee wad en-
volled in & dramstic schiool in

New York City in preparation for his

DEW. CHYERT,

When he had finished his course he
tried to get work. But young, inex-
erienced setors were not in demund.
Sverywhere he wag met with the ques-
tion, “Any experience?”’

Sevoral weeks of this wae enough.
So in desperation Lee manufnctured
an  experience for himself, At the
next place he tried the same old gques-
tian came up, Thig time ke was ready.
Ho crattled off a list of rdles he'd
played, lifted from old thestrical no-
tices, He wot the job.

Then followed ‘role after réle in
stock, in vaudeville and in traveling
shows He bounded all  over the
country; hit all the one-night stands
and the ten-twenty-thirties. But his
oyes were always on that mecca of the
Lrue stage devotee, Broadway,

It was years, however, before he ‘got
his real chance. 1t wis only n “bit™ in
“The Show-Off." but he was playing
on the “Street.” He was scared ani
warried for fear ke woolda't make the

grade. But be acted his zmall part
with a fervor and infuition that caused
Alexamder Woolleatt, then critie for
The New York Swun, to say, “There
are 50 many theaters in this town that

many & good and true performance in

4 minor vile xoes unsung, bécause no
one bas the time or the space to tell
about minor roles. And there comes

Biff! Bang!

to enter the cellodoids, but had just as
stendfastly turned them down. He
preferved to make his success on ' the
stage before taking u chance in the
movies.

Now, however, Fox made him an
offer that he could not refuse. Lee
went to Shuvertown to talk it over with
his mother. 1t might mean the break-
ing-up of his home in Shavertows.
But Mrs, Tracy refused to let such o

ideration affect ber son's chances

to mind two such perfor whie
achieve perfection—no less,  One is
that of Gerald Haman in *Cundida,’
the other s Lee Trucy's emboadiment of
:.he. 'i,n\'ent‘n'e brothier in ‘The Show-

Other roles followed. Better roles—
and what was perhaps more important,
botter press notices.

Then Phillip Dun and Georgi:e
Abbott picked Lee for tfl leading rile
of the Jittle “hoofer™ in “Brosdway.” It
was-his big chanze—and he gave to his
churacterization & robust preeision snd
puste that veeeived “rave"  notices
from all the eritice. The show ran for
cight hundred and  eighty perform.
nncgs,du record st that time. Lee had
arrived,

SUCCESS on Broadway usually leads
to Hollywood movie offers. Lee was
no exception. He had bad hiz chances
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diractions for quoint

poke bannet quilt are
in this circular.

Au237—Directions for moking
Colleen Moare's Siar ond Circle
potchwork quilt.

Au2iB—You con make Jeon
Patker's Tree of Life guilf with
the oid of this circular.
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have directions for
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for soreen success.  Lee accepted.

At first he was frankly homesick for
the stage. He didn't scom to get the
right lkind of roles—nor could he give
his partz the charm and the intensity
thiat have characterized hia: Ister
movies, Lee returned to Broadway, dis-
couraged—but not basten,

Ho secured the lead in “The Front
Page, a newspaper play. Then
“Touder, Please,” another reporter
vole, To both of thes¢ he gave super-
lative performances. He became even
more popplar than he had been in
“Broadway.” This was his metier.

Hollywood was not long in seeing its
mistake. Offer after offer was show-
ered on the flip-talking sctor, There
were o many that Lee was able to
pitk und choose. One of the first re-
porier characterizations was in “The
Strange Case of Molly Louvain,” and
snother in “Love iz a Racket)”

1t was his ortrayal of the columnist
in “Blessed Event” that made him a
national favorite.

The vigor and the charm thst he

ve to hiz rile as the representative
n “Washington Mcrr{-Go—honnd" and
s the load in “Night Mayor" enhanced
hiz popularity with the fans,

HERE was a new type of player.
Dynamie, full o vigor, never
silent or quiet on the screen during his
scenes.  And his hands were the most
amazing hands  the screen had zecen,
with the possible sxception of the flut-
tering bands of ZaSu Pitts. In his
early days Lee had the desire to become
a magician and had trained for the
art. The marvelous dexterity of his
ands iz probably s rezult of his early
training.

After “Merry-Go-Round” Lee be-
came the hizh-pressure circus press
agept in ¥The Half-Naked Truth”
Then the rowdy Private Jones in the
film of the same name,

Hia picture, “Clear All Wires," won
for him a long-term M-G-M contract.

Ag likeuble off the screen us on, Lee
is fast becoming one of Hollywood's
beat-loved citizens.  Since his second
unid most suecessful trip to movieland
last yenr, he has been almost too busy
to mingle with the Hollywaood groups,
Thirteen pictures in ten months, all
vital, moving characterizations, do not
leave an actor much time in which to

ph:{.
nd Lee i= popular with the writing
¢lan, too. Any one can approach him
on the st during an idle moment be-
tween shots and angle an interview,

Hiz ﬁye feet, ten inckes of snap and
agpgressiveness are az fiorce ax his smile
is disarming, yet he ig intenzely super-
stitious, nnd will eross the etrect rather
than let a black cat cross his path.

_Altogether, Lee has won a place for
himself in the hearts of thy fans, the
producers and his Hollywood fellow-
actors.

And he hasn't yet shown all that
be i3 capsble of doing, Loe Tracy is
going places!
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Is “CALINDAR FEAR” aging you,
upsetting your health and nerves?
B

Turn back the days? If you only conld!
Jump them ahead? I'mpoassible! So you
wait and worry. A victim of “CALEN-
DAR FEAR"...that gnawing FEAR
which usually starts with a minor femi-
nine disorder . . . that taxing FEAR
which sometimes brings on a major
physical colfapse,

Too late, many women learn that femi-
nine FEARS are caused by prudish
ignorance and neglect . . . Too late,
they discover the safe, sensible method
of marrizge hygiene so widely endorsed
by the medical profession the world
over ., . the regular and unfailing use
of “Lysol" according to directions,

“Lysol” is safe, for it is mild, soothing,
healing . . . Unlike many other anu-
septics, 1t contains no free caustc
alkali to irritate, sear and deaden
delicate membranes,

“Lysol" is effective, for it destroys germ-
life even in the presence of organic
matter . . . Unlike cértain other com-
pounds which lose 955 of their power
under such conditions, “Lysol” main-
tains its potency.

Use “Lysol” Your druggist has ie.
Your doctor recommends it . . . Send
coupon for the new, fres “Lysol” book-
let, “Marriage Hygiene—the impor-
tant partit playsin theideal marriage.™
It will come to you in a plain envelopa

Lruw & Towx; Tne:, Blosmfield, N, T, Dept. TLO8
Sole diarisors of 'Lyt disinfrceant

[ A v Frew, poerpaid, s copy nf *Marriase
Hyrimie, ™ with aeticles by thice incernationally fa-
inaik woimen physicans

Nanmr. -

“Lysol" ¥s econamical . . . & treatment costs less
than one cent. Safe , , . it containg wo free caussic 770,
albali, Effective . . . it destrays hidden germ-fife,

“Lysol" has enjoyed she full confidence of Uhe Cin
wiedical profession for over 40 years,
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